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P R E F A C E. 

THE evident Approach of a War 
having been fpoken to, with feme 
Approbation 'y the evident Advantages of 
it to Great-Britain feem as natural to be 
fpoken to, as they are necejfary. 

The fame Hand therefore applies it felf 
to this Part however officioufly, yet with 
the fame Sincerity, to encourage the Nati^ 
€n in the profecuimg of the War, when 
it Jhall be 'begun. 

If the many Difappointments which the 
Spaniards have met with in forming 
their Defigns, and the dull ProfpeBs they 
have before them in carrying them on, have 
not prevailed on them to take better Mea- 
fures, or to aB a wifer Part-, but that 
they will go on, in fpight, not ofReafon on- 
ly, but even of Nature ; that very Obfima- 
cy is an Encouragement to us, who have 
fo many AJfurances of Succefs in every 
Branch of the War, 

But [when the Advantages to our Com- 
merce come to be weighed alfo, and added 
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This made the former Difconrfe upon thii Sabjed bear 
thcTilleofEvidcrft, Tht Evident Afproaeh^&c.c. intimating, that 
.(he War was Evident and Vifible in its Approach, and that 
Iher maii hB¥e fotne Deftd in iheir Undcritandinj, whotnade 
any longer Doubt of it ;that the Parties were, as they (ay of Armies, 
in full March toEsgaM. Indeed, it r^inirocoDthe.$/>a«i^^f 
foine Pains to obtain a eelief among Mankind, that they were 
in Earneit; for fuch Difficulties offered themfclvcs in the 
Thine it felf, to the tnca&ell artd mofl common Obfervation, 
that It was not ealf to bring People to believe the Spaniardj 
Wesk cnougK lo be In ^aiaell , or that they were really 
entering upon a War (and efpecially making ihem(e!vcs Ag- 
gMilbw) ia which itiey were as certftin to be Lofers, as 
"«s they were to be Patties; as certain to be beaten, as to 
fight, and in which.lnde^itqoal4(by ibe Natare of Things) 
be no otherwife. 

Foivthis Re^foa, I mnl! confets it feemed a neceOary. Piece 
(if Work, to pafwade the People to believe the Spaniards in- 
jendcd a Wat, and thai therefore That was firft to be laid 
down as a Principle, and rendered as Undeniable as all Princi- 
jriMib Matters of Difpntc osght to-be: and how could this 
kt'dgfee bntit, than by the coiKnrring Tefttmony of the £- 
nemy themfclres, either declared in pl^n Words at length, 
or gathered as the Natural Confequeaces of all their A- 

Wtwn I fayv the Mewing of ati Etieiny appean from the 
n^Mrat Confcoueacei of their A£tions, I maft be aUpwed to 
irgp^thus: Whenlfe^plainlyi, tfaataMan relblves to pot 
rncbBai<jliiws,f]3chPiecesof Inju^ice, andfochAffroatsiipoa 
ijie.,^shcha;^oodRe^oqt.oknow [will not add oiu^ aotio 
bear, without the iBofi Scaadalous Rjepnaach to my Cbarad«Fi 
ijie-u^mof^ Damage and hoiJs. to my Intcteft, aad the utnwft 
Ps^nger aad hiaxaid to my Life; and that tjtctefbre' he know* 
4t ihe fame Tijne, ftcb U%e of me will force me to rsfilfc 
hiip, and repel Force wjlh Force; when I fee him, 1 fay, a^ 
ingia fuch a ManneB,:liivi-y (without Injury to him) co»i 
cladc, That in Ihort he defies to Qoairel with me; it is the 
^iBtwa) Confequence of theThing; the Language of hts Be- 
iMTioar i'ptaks it as plaiv, a«,if be fent.mie aCballcDgc, of 4fr- 
.fyd me in Words at levj^th. 

Thus-in Csiftiof the Goadua of tbfi fcvaal Powen we, are 
ijovr fpa^og of : Whea. we fee them, Li^gning v>A Confe- 
derving tOftWT, Cbcmiflg a-Sliengtb of lotecefts, encerii^.in- 

Jy Secret ^i)Ug;et9entf, wd tbofe$ecrct Etnguecpeatf - pointed, 
icefily ai^ fuUcuIarly at the Intereft of Grtst UritMit » 
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the PtrCm^ Houcmr, and Royal D^nity of hit Nhjeftjr, u 
King of Greaf Britain : 

It we fte them concerting Meafnres for the fomenting Di- 
visions, Feuds, >and Fadions am^ong the Pec^ple, and raifing' 
Rebellion and Civil War in the Heart of his Majefty's Domi- 
nions: 

If we fee them breaking all Faith and Honour, PledgM and' 
Engaged inthemoft folemn M8nneri>y ef^oufing that deipicablo 
Intereft which ihey had Renounced, artd Promiftd eSefidall/ 
fo Abandon and Reje£l ; I mean that of the Pretender, whom 
they had mutually engaged not to Affift or Support in any. 
manner wharfoever ; and that thofe Engagements were enter-, 
Mioto in fuch Terms (4) as conld not be broken without a' 
Violation of Honour, in fuch a Manner, as few Pjerfi)ns of 
liich Dignity, in the World, could ever fatisfie themferves to' 
be guilty of: 

" If we fee them, tho* Crowned Heads, tho' Princes, and' 
Chriftian Princes, ftooping fo far below the Dignity of Crowned ' 
Heads, as to encourage Treafon and Rebellion, fupporting' 
Subjeds in Traiterous Defigns againft their Sovereign; which 
Sovereign* both ibefe Crowned Heads had Own'd and Re- 
ceived fn the Quality of Lawful and Rightful; and had' So-< 
lemnly, and in a particnfar Manner Eii^aged, not to dldurb'. 
in the Pofleflion of his faid Lawful and Rightful Goy^rlitflenr, . 
as above*: (0 ^ 

If we fee them Leaguing and Confederating, tbt the form^ 
ihg Irrtereftf deftruAive to the Commerce of theft K!ingdoms; 
laying open fuch Branches of Tra<fc as by foriter Le^£\ics and 
Conventions were ezprefly Limited and Reftrain'd; Invading 
the Commerce, which k was etprefly Stipulated ihould not. 

' (a) The Terms of the mum^ Engagjfrment beweeii tlie fwo'Ccmrtt .' 
of l^enMm tad Uadridy are faid to be txpteOy thus: To Undmsiki. to -. 
ftm$ thtPfemtd^ nifm th Thrcnerf Great Brir^d. 

(S) Tile Skfk Article of the Treaty of Vhnht, runs thot: • tte 

* CadMiurk ftmydotb Plomif^, as^ welt in hi^ owM Natiie, as Itr diSit ' 

* of bis Heirii and SQCceflbr^ Tkat thfij lApfll not ail any Time dMirb ' 

* e» mokfk the (^USEN> her Heirs and SuccefloM of thePrn^ft^Mf 

* Line, being io^ Pafleflion of the Oown oi GvMt iritahh ffid eJi0|)o« "> 
« minions Subjodl tbereanto: l^kber will the faidCatholiek King, 06 \ 

* any of his Succeflbrs* fiite at any Time aay >M, Stfceogr, Wapomr or 

* CouKfel, d^e6l]y, or indire^ly, toanv Perfo^ or Perfoast whooa aoir 
^ Caute or. Pretence, Aiall hereafter en^vbur to Oppofe tha Ui. Sucoe$ 
< fion, by Opeti War, or by any Conrpiraciea» ^nft Cuck Pripce ti^ 
t Princes pdrdTiDg the ftid ThroYie of QreMi Britain, ts aierefiiid. 
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faciny$d^(l,-and bj-eakiog i|i upon the Property, of a NatioOt 
lb well as of particular Perfons in the faid Commerce :. 

If, I (ay, thj^fe things are evident^. and that we know they 
are foch as the Nation of Great Britain will not fit down 
fttisfied with, or, as we n>ayjjuftly fay, cannot but refent^and 
chat with the utnioft indignation; and that the faid Entmy. 
mod kno^ they would be fo ctfented ; wemul^ conclude 
them likewife in earned to quarrel with the People-of Gr^at 
^ritaip^ ^nd to begin a ^ar. 

^ It has hot thierefore been infigni^cant, in Order to convince 
th? Pepplp o( Great Britain^ of the dated and fettled Refolu- 
tk>ns of the faid Spaniards and t^perialifts to infult and af« 
froi)t his Majedy, and to bripg about, a War in Europe^ for 
the carrying thofe Defigns and Refolutions on; I fay, it has 
not b^en infignificant to thofe Ends, that Methods have been 
taken to expofe the private, and, as I may call them, Cl^nd^- 
ftiiie Methods of the faid Confederating Powers, for the eu- 
couraging Treafbn and Rebellion among th^ King's Subjefls, 
for animating difaffe£ted Parties, and for forming linjudifiable 
Schemes of Trade, fuch as mud necedarily end in War and 
Confufion. 

To prove that thie. Enen:jy refolve to bring the Allies tct a 
Necefljty of making Wap in their own Defence, is to prove 
that a War will neceflfarily be the Confcquence ; and in fuch 
Cafe, if the SpanUrdt relblveto prompt that NcccflGty, 'lis the 
•S^^xf/V^ inakje the 3^ar, not the Confederates. 

To put things upon us which it is not reafontble we fiiouM 
bear, which no Nation in their Senfes can bear, and which 
they may depend upon his Majedy will not bear, or his Al- 
lies either, is indeed to begin the Warj» or at lead to declare 
the War to be inevitable. 

It was not therefore fo remote from the Quedion in hand 
to fay we fiiouM go to the King of Spain^ and to the Empe- 
ror, and ask them whether we fhall have ITar or Peace ; it is . 
for them to anfwer that Quedion ; and th^ir Anions have in* 
deed determined it already, they have made the War a thing 
not only Certaip, but, ^s I Tayi Inevitable; nay tbeyhavebegun 
the War by a fecret clandeliine Condufi, full of Machinery, 
full of Secret, and yet Evident Ads of Hodility; and by 
carrying on fuch Mines and fubterranean Attacks againd (he 
Hanover Allies, as they might eafily know and be lure thofe 
Allies would not bear, and fuch as indeed they ought not to 
iejpefi wou'd be born with. 

In a Word, all theCondudof the /f^iiot^^r Allies has been 
PMciBoi Hc^llvg, and vifibly endeavouring tq b.eal and mak^ 
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«p the 3reachet which have appeared, and to preferve a good Uik 
derftanding between the Powers of Europe ; on the other hand, ail 
theCondud ofthe£nem/has been menacing, provoking, and 
infulting; Clouds big with Thunder, tho* empty of Force*; 
Bruttim fmlmtp; lioife without « Bolt; Threats without a 
Hand to execute ; pointing, but not pointed. In a Word, 
They have breathed W^ on every Occaljon, that if poffiUe 
they might make it neceflary to the Allies to begin it. 

It feems they have *till this time been able to do little more 
(han Urge and Provoke, uiing all the Methods poffible to 
ihow their ill Will, except that of Force; which tho' they 
hftve beep unable to make much uTe of, they have ihown evi- 
dently, that they intend all that is or (hall be in their Power, to. 
injure :md ofTciid the Hamover i\llies, and his Britannick Ma- 
jefty in particular, thatfo a War may follow of Qourfe. 

Not but that this Confeguence may happen much fooner 
thi^n they will find for their Advantage, and before they may 
bethorottghly ready for it ;yet it might pe very needful to ask up- 
on what particplar Foundation they, whp are in reality fo ill able 
CO carry ft on,feen> fo very hafty for bringing it to par&? Whe* 
^er they have nqt met with fome Difappomtments finc^ they 
begun thus to (how th^mfelves, and whether thofe Dif^ppoint- 
m^nts ever made any vifible Alterations in their Schemes, of 

I>0? 

That they have met with fonie Difappointments, is evident, 
and that in feveral Articles. Nothing is more certain than that 
t)iey had a View ofleveralthmgs, which in their Embrio appeared 
probable and encouraging, which they have (ince found Rea- ^ 
fon to conclude will not anfwer their End, and the Defici- 
ency of which renders their De(ign$ far lefs promiiing and 
hopeful than at firft. For Example ; 

1. *Tis eviikwt^ they had Hopes of obtaining fome tolerable i 
Conditions for the Prefervine tht Eajt-India Trade, that is tQ 
fay, for upholding the Eaft-india Company erefied at OJlend\ 
by which Commerce, the Imperial Court depended upon it, a 
largeRevenuewouldaccruetothePublick, as does by the like 
C!fOmpany to the Governments in Engla^d^ HMand^xy^ Francg. 

2. *77i EvideMt^ they hoped for a mutual Affiftance and • 
Communication between the united Powers of ^/V^Vis and 
Jl/Jadridj the one affifting the other with Money, and the other 
redprpcaliy fopplying Powerful Bodies of Troops to carry on 
an offenfiye War. The Imperial Court, I doubt not, depended 
upon vaii Supplies of Money in Specie ; at leaQ all the (llpu? 
lated Sums, which were very great ; by which Money the Im- 
perial Armies, great and numei:Qas already, yrov^*d be |lill mad^ 



Kaier and more povcrfol, and the War be carryM en into the 
minions of the Hamver Allies id great Advantage. 
3. *Tis Evidfftf^ they hoped to brfug oiF frsftfc irom its At'- 
lachment to the Intereil of the Allies o£ Hamver^ and parftca*- 
larly frocn its warm Adherence to all fnch farther Meafores 
as might embarra(s the faid Courts of Sf4fM and Ficftna in a 
War ymi\i frame ; believing perhaps, that at the worft, France 
^ould not have conte into an offenfiTe Alliance agamft 5^4/)r, 
anrfhave turnMlts Arms againft a Branch of the Hoofe of fis«r- 
Atfiv; in which alfo we doubt nor they are happily difappointed^ 
. 4. It is evident, Sfain is particolarry ooder a moft mortify^ 
ing Difappointmem, in the Brifijb Squadron bkxcklng np their 
PlaicrFleet at P<>r/<^JBf/#,and ftoppiiig the Returns of thofe im- 
menie Soms of Money whfch fliould have been brooght to 
Eurtfpe^ by theGaleons and the FJ^fa-^ which had they come fkfe^ 
had fas they tdl nsj brought them at one tim^ forty Millroas 
of Pieces of Eight in Specie, which, with the Merchandites load* 
ed on board thofe Ships at the fame time, amonnted to above 
Ten Millions SierKng; which immenfe Sam, tho* much 
the greater Part of it Was the Property of their own Subjefts^^ 
and of the Subje6ls of the Allies, as Merchants; yet ptrhspr 
the King of Sf ah might have thought fit, at fuch a Jun«^ 
^dure as that of a War, to have boriowed feme of, or 
otherwife to have appropriated it to the publick Ufes, for the 
maintamitig the Engagements mentioned above; perhaps how- 
ever making SattsfaSionto thePtopirleto^s b^ (bme other way^F 
I may name (everaf other Heacfs of Difappoftimient in the 
firft Views which the Spamardsb9ii of ihtife thHif^, tn chetr Or- 
der, and which bad they forefeen, they would perhaps have 
aS^d fomething more warily than they have done, and To 
have given lefs Umbrage to the ANfes, or at lead ftopp'd 
their Hands, *rtirihey had gotten the Mofjey^ upon which all 
the Reft fo much- depended, into their Hands. . 

But I muS note as I go, that here they have been overlhot in 
their own Bow : Here the Allies have b^en too old for them •« 
And now it feems they are going on without their Crotches, 
walking without their Legs, and in a word, making the War 
wfthout the Money. I return to the Diftppomtments. . 

It is evident, befides all this, thaf the Spamards met with % 
very great Diftppointment in the Bdlticky where we are pretty 
well aflbred they promifed themfelves great Afliftance; and 
from whence we are told they expcflcd a- Supply of Naval 
Strength ; which Supply they found as cffeftually locked up- 
fu the Port of Revel, as they did the Money (that was to pay 
«r /tj fit the Hivea of P^t^Bcio. 
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The^ Mufi$9ites could no more ptrl whh cbcir Shipr, er 
caufe a SqiMdroo of Men of War to fail withom Money, 
ifaai the tmfnmUfh could caufe their Armies to Inarch with- 
out the lime Snpplj; and if they {i\itSfa9tiardt)nft&ti icu- 
;thefwife, if they eipeded fifteen Sail of Auffidn Men of 
Wtr would come to their Ai&fiance without Monejr, they 
were much miftaken^ and aded more like F ■ g than the 
Spmmm'dt generally uftd to do. 

^ Nor is it lefs wonderftil to oie, that the Sftmiatds^ who 
.ttfed to ad in former Days with fuch confummate Wi(dot9| 
and by fuoli impenetrable CoutKils, that it was faid of Dm 
Lewis de Har%^ he obey'd the Scripture in his Politicks, whar* 
ever hcf did In his AlAs^ and that he did not Ut bis rigb$ Ua^td 
trntx; wbat its left HamI didi that tbefe vary wary circum*. 
fped Jfamards flionld let fo much of their fteret Service 
come to. light, and aft in fuch an unwary and impolttick 
Manner,, as to haire their Meaibrcs be talk'd publickly of^ in 
the ordibary ConverCMon at Pn$rslmrgb^ al I have beeft 
{nforin'd has been the Cafe. 

Notfainf^ can excufe the Folly of it, in my Opinion, unleft 
I (hall wftb fiime Peopler fugge(^, that the Improbability of 
their Schemes: and Chioieras' beii^ SucceftftaK ihoQld argM 
Ihey were not itt ail ifieamcd aboor them: But this^ hat fo 
much of the yacMu iti it, and fo IHtle of the Politician, ihat^I 
think 'tis ftarce worth repoattaig; 'tis mudi more certain, that the 
locking up the Mmfi^tmr Fleet waa an ineipreffible Difa^ 
J^intmettt to the Sfsniatds; and cbai it could not have been^ 
if their EspeSatkins of Hfflp horn ttaLtR0fim^ Fleer bad not 
been very gtear. 

It it trne^ mder all theft DlfappoYntmemi, and more which I 
fliall Ipcakcf pi efofisty, it might haM been eapeded the Spu^ioNh 
and the hHfm^iMJir^ nocwithftandfbg (heir Coifederecy, i>^oiiI4 
bave lajd afidc the DH^ft ir fe)f, and (hould have carried on 
the ProjeS noArthef'; and indeed, this gave Occsfion; to t&f 
calling: sbe Defign inr general abfo^d and ridiculons, foppofHi^ 
i\p^Spsmmds could not be fb weak as-ta go on with ft, «k1 that 
if they wesei^Earneft before, tl^y could not be fe now. 

Bui fiflce it is fo, that the Sfmmardt^ or the Imferialifls^ 
think themfolves Wll able to carry on their Defigns, and that 
tkey are not fofirienily difcourag'd by their Difsppointanent^, 
let us then fum thelaUts as they do^ and talk feriouAy of 
it as a thing really intendtd^ And here, as I Arid belbre^, tho* the 
Sfmmards wrer not foGonfiderable as to fright i»{ f hope we 
may allow tiiaf they anp not fo ineonOdefablfas not to awaken 
« • us. 
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nw. They are Certainly ilrong enough to joftifie tiar Pfepf 
rations, tho* not fo flrong as to fill as with Apprehenfions. 

Hence all the Precautions which have been made ofe of by 
oar Government, and by his Majefty's particular Direfiion^ 
Juive been not juftified Only, bat are to be efteem'd as EfftSts 
of the mod wife and fuccefsfal Coaoclls imaginable ; a Pro- 
•ilence that has had fomething more than common in it, and 
which has been the Foundation of all thofe (happy) Difappoint^ 
.ments to the Enemy : H^py Difappoimments 1 iky to trs. Un- 
happy enough to them, and which at this time may be faid t6 
jpompleat the Hiftory of the Conduct and Succefs of the Fi^ 
enua Alliance* 

Thefe Precautions and Provifions, at the fame time that they 
Jiavedifappointed. the Executions of the Spaniards Defign, have 
tifo made the camring it on farther, aUurd and foolifh; have 
really turned the Tables upon the Enemy, and made their too- 
wellrconcerted Schemes ^become ridiculous; the Meafures 
which, as. firft propofed among thenifelves, appeared rational 
and probable, agreei^ble to a wife and prudent Nation, and 
CO the Counfel of able Statefmen and Minifters, are by 
thefe Mean& become fcandaloufly vain and imprudent; aad 
we may blefs the Precaution, I fay, at the fame time that we 
make a Jeft of the Spaniards Obftinacy, in carrying on thefe 
Defigns, after they were fo roiderM ridiculous. 
: To juftifie this Argument, let us rietum to the fird Scheme ;^ 
let us examine thefirftProfped$ upon which they were form'd^ 
the Foundation upon which the Spaniards and the Houfe of 
Auftria united, and apon which the Treaty of Vienna was 
made ; and in doing this, we (hall not perhaps find the Spa-^ 
niards fuch weak People as they feem to be now : We thai I 
find, that 'tis rather their obftinate perfifiing in their Purfuit bf 
a blafied Undertaking that renders them ridiculous^ than any 
Abfurdlty or incongruous Afiing in the firft Scheme, or in 
the Foundation thofe Schemes were built upon. 

Had the Spaniards (clofe in their Councils, and pra* 
4ent in their ConduS>l kept their Affairs within the Com- 
pafs of their own Cabinet, as they formerly ufed to do, and 
fecured the Secret in their own Breafis ; Had they been fo far 
the Mafters of their own Schemes, as to hai/f fecur'd the Sup- 
ports and Supplies they wanted, fo that they could neither 
have been kept from a Squadron by blocking op Revel^ or 
from the Galeons by blocking up Porto-^Belo ; 

Had they firft receivM the Support of fifteen Men of War, 
which is faid to be the Namber they ezpcded from the CZfa- 

rina^ 
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ji^htM^ find the Supply of forty Millions of Pieces of Eight 
from Porto-Belo ; had they brought in the King of Sardinia^ 
and the King of Sweden^ and the King of Poland^ and th« 
King of and feveral other Princes and Powers into 

the f^cnna Treaty, as I make no doubt they at firft cz« 
peAed, and as they indeed at firft reported ; 

Had they brought his mod Chriftian Majefty, and the States'^ 
General to a Neutrality, as they fay they have obtained of the 
King of Portugal J and the Duke of Lorrain^ and as I donbc 
not they earneftly endeavoured with the two firft : 

In a word, had all thefe Points been gain'd, and had they 
met with none of the other Difappointments already men*> 
tion*d, I mod readily grant they had form'd a Body of Power 
truly terrible and formidable to the Proteftant Intereft; and 
we had had more Reafbn (much more Reafon) to be alarm'd^ 
and indeed frighted with the Appreheniions of what might 
have been the Conftquence of thefe things, than I hope we 
have had yet, or are like to have now. 

Not but even with all thofe I Ihould dill fay, and hope it 
would appear, that the Naval Strength of Great Britaim 
might, under Providence, have been our Prote&ion againft 
them alK 

But theyhavebeendifappointedinalmoft every Part. Even 
the {Venetians themfelves, tho' a State under infinite Obliga- 
tions to the Houfe of Auftria^ and to the Crown of Spain^ 
ever fince the Battel of Lepanto^ yet fo ill have they ma«- 
na^M, that we do not find they have been able to bring that 
wife People to efpoufe their Caofe, or fo much as to pro« 
mtfe a Neutrality^ or to aft as Auxiliars, by Land or by 
Sea. 
* This ConfideratioD however may ferve to give u$ the uft-» 
fttl Refiedion mentioned above; {viz.yHoyr Jud have been the 
Cautions, and how Prudent have been the Meafures taken oa 
this Side, (be it by who you will) to dive into thefe Secrets, 
to deteft thefe Contrivances ! and, which is dill more^ how 
Soccefsfal> happily Succefsful the Difcovery! How many 
Ways has it been advantageous, and particularly how ufeful^ 
in having given time for the Preparations of th^ Hanover 
Allies; nay, for thcforming the Treaty it felf ; and in having 
opened the Eyes of other Powers, and bringing Them into 
it| who feem*d doubtful whether they (hould accede or no ! 

Again ; Of what Ufehas the preventing thofe things been 
to us ! that from fucb a formidable Appearance, from fuch a 
deep-laid Defign, that was capable of being made thus ter* 
f iblci they tiottld be brought to fo defpicable, and truly con« 
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CO&^mptible 9 Fimre, that 'lis hf^dig ce^oiiable to ttU( pf 
tkitti $x the lame Tiinf , or bardJy imk of thiem id. the fmc 
Glafs. or siul^r the (ame Rank. 

H/d not t)!s Majeflv's peQeXratiqg^ Cou&cUs cYi|i^t>K 
reach'd to the Bottjcto or all their De%a$,gptCQO tb^.K^oj?^- 
kdg€ 6f their S^heme^ and divM ia^o th^Dgp^ of aill t^ieir 
flioff confiderable Projefis^ None of all thefepr^yeoMv^A^? 
flifres had been taken, nobe of tbefe BrexenUve IMkdicip^s hail 
been made nib of; the ft yeral noifchKYOOS Thlpgs i?vj)ich tbe|r 
l^d' cbnfcl'aded on, had not been caioi^jr. CQ.ontgrmin'd apd 
vnhingVl, or the Contriv^ra of them been fo ^Bj^fkiaUy dei- 
tedeoknd dUappointed, as now they ar^. 
' iayni fiir therefore from laying, or CiggeBIng, that the D^; 
$^8 and Schepies of, thoft Powers hW not b^n giptib}e of 
gr^ Attempts ; that the Naval Pawner of Spain and m^fcovy 
joined, nlightnothavebeen fafficienttphi|.veprougbtthe,Pret^Qr 
der upon the Stage in fome Part or.other, or ajt le;»jl to hayegivea 
Mm IbmeExpemdohs, and hare putbim^and his e^fijy deluded 
Farty, in hopes of great things, to tfie dpne for h'HXi that Way : 
Or that the numerons Armies of the Afpffm^ffh and the King 
o( Spain, united, with fuch Allies too as arementioqed, niigh^ 
fiot liavebeen able to have given us^gr&t Unetfinc^fs, and to 
hayeevenehdan^erM theSafctyof all theProteftantlnii^refis of 
Emr^pCy as well as of thefe nnited Kingdoms otQrf^t Britai». 
''As>then Igrant the Danger to haviibeea^^iKi(7rr^^ had they, 
gone on uninterrupted; I muft allow idfo, tbat the Difcpvery. 
having been thus happy, it behoves us. to k/eep the Hold thai 
il 'gain'd, to preferve the Advaatages of tbe.Di.fpoyejy, to 
keep the feparated Powers in the fame fiate of Separation ; to 
keep up the engsu['d Poiii^ers to their Engagemetus, and by, all 
Itwfbl meant to preferve the Confederacy of the ftxer^l;!*^^-' 
tions that are thus confederated ; to cnltivate the Unioq that 
ahty are now broujght to, at\d if pofljble to eucreafe . it ; This 1 
tMdk is the only way to preferve our Religion jaod I^ertie^ 
CM Superiority of Power, and. alfo our Coounetce, i9 thQ 
Condirfon it ftands in at this Time* 
' Heav'ns be prais'd! the Snare is laid open; the EuchantT 
sneht is brolf en ; the Plot for the cementing the Powers pro- 
pofed is difcovered: No Application can be too Great, nq 
Cfcarge or Expence ought to be fparM to keep it where it is : 
and therefore all that his Majefty has recommended to the 
Two Houles of Parliament, for their engaging themfelvea 
vigoroufly in their own Defence, is of fufficient . Weighjt 
on that Side.* Nor can any one objeft. tbat.thie ut^poft 
^PpJicatioa oagbt not to be uMy to render aill tbofe At* 
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eempts as Abortive, as I think they are now become Ridi- 
Cttlous. 

To do this, the proper Steps are taken indeed ; the lC)^oney if 
fock'd up, add the Ships are locked th ; the SpHniar^s. $xt 
dirappointed, ^nd nothing remains but fo to double ah4 rcdqu* 
bile the fame EiTorts, as to make thofe Lockings -up khpr^ et- 
fedual, and to take jfrOni the King of Sfaif$ all tiop^ of 
removing thofe Obftrudiiobs, . . 

I ain told, while thefe Sheets #ere writing, that liyrite too 
imuch with an Air of Contempt, when 1 mendon the Spanipf 
A^airs ; ftS if i, Squadron of Ships at Porti-Belo could effeSii- 
ally (lop the whole IChannd bf Silver, and that not a dhip could 
efcape us, that nothing could pafs nrom America to. q14 9fMtm 
without our Lekv'e - and thit we are as fure of intercepting 
all the Shipi that (hill ftir out, as if we ha^ them int Tow. 

But the Objedor is miftaken : I no where luggeft that tbe 
King of Spdik (hall.be able to bring no Money home, that we 
ihall Rop It all, fo that nothing (ball ^o by us : But I niiay ven- 
ture to lay, the Britifl!) Squadrons, if well po(ted, and if the 
Commanders do their Duty, tvill fo narrowly watch the Sfa^- 
niardsy that they inuft run great Haxards^ if they attempt to 
come aWay With any great Quantity ; and that fqch Hazardr, 
ks I am perfwaded the Spaniards will not think fit to venture 
their Treasure upon ir. 

Perhaps it niay not be poffible fo eflfedually to (hut up 
All the Ports whjch the SpMnimris poflefi on the Coaff ofAme- 
rsca^ or fo effefiually to ply offmd on upon all the Coaft of 
Old Sfaili^ as ttiar no Ship, not one Ship, (hall be able to flip 
out on )h'e one band, or find its way in on the other, withQ^t 
fallitig into bur Hands, or into fodie of the Hands of tho(e that 
would be willing to fnap and lay hold on them ; and I could 
ftuftfully employ Ibm^i Pages here to (how how and which 
way fuch things might probably be done, and might more 
probably be prevented. • 

But as, in the firft place, our Governors do not feem to 
want Direfiions for the preventing it ; fo, on the other hand, 
J am not Spaniard enough to (hovv the Enemy, if they ftood 
in more (leed of it than they do, how to defeat the Itleafure^ 
Uken by Great Britain^ to meet with and furprife them. 

But to go on. I may grant, that it is not probable tl^e 
Gotifedei-ate Fleets or Squadrons, however Vigilant, or how 
diligently foever thev may guard the Coaft, and fprcad the 
Seas,^her on one fide or the other, (hould ever be able to fur*^ 
prifif the Spaniards fo eflTeflually, that not one Ship ihonld be 
^1eioeome(a(e in. 
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' The Sea Is a wide Place, and it muft be very well fprcad 
to fecure every Ship, and lie upon every Point of the Com- 
pafs, fo that nothing (hould be able to go by : We fee here 
that notwithftanding Admiral Hofter^s Sqaadron on the Coaft 
of the IftbmuSj and notwJthftanding Admiral Hdpfon is crui- 
fing off of the Southward Cape\ Jet Fame tells us, that three 
tor four Ships have found their way into the Ports of Spain ; 
and coniing by fuch different Courfes as they have done, it is 
not at ail mange that they ihould : It is true, we are told they 
bring QO Silver, at lead, none that we know of; and had 
they been all deeply loaden with Silver, it might have beea 
the fame thing, and ho Body to blame neither. 

On the other hand, we muft have exceeding bad Luck in- 
deed, and fuch as we have no reafon to exped, confidering 
theNambers of our Ships, and the Vigilance and expert Know- 
ledge of our Seamen, if they (hou'd go all fafe, and none of 
them (houM fall into our Hands ; in which Cafe I muft add, 
that the Spaniards Trea(ure comes in fuch good round Lumps, 
«nd' fuch merry Sumsf together, that if it (hou*d be but now 
und then that a Galeon (hou'd fall into our Hands, it would 
Jnake the Fortune of the War go fmilingly forward on our 
Side; a few fuch Pfizes might make good a Snmmer^s Ser- 
vice, and help the Government to carry on the VSTar. 

How often do we find the Loading of but one Ship amount 
to four, five or fix Millions of Pieces of Eight; and if we 
(houM chance to make fuch a Ship or two find their way up 
to IFifolwicb in a Year, or to] deliver her Loading at Totver- 
vsharfy it would go a great way tbwards carrying on the War, 
aud would be a much better way of raifing Money, than four 
Shillings in the Pound upon Land. 

■ This very Confideration will no doubt exceedingly weigh 
•with the Spaniards in that particular Cafe, viz* as to venturing 
out with their Silver ; I mean not the Lofs only to themfelves, 
tho* that would be very confiderable; (and the Difcourage- 
* m^ht and Damage to them in cafe of fuch a Lofs, is not e'afily 
defcrib'd :) But the Encouragement it wou'd be to their Ene- 
mies. The Lofs to themfelves would be inexpr'eflibly great ; 
efpecially as they have no other Source of Wealth, no other 
Fund of Treafurc; all the Produce of their own Dominion* 
is able to do little for them, compared to thfs ; and if either t(]e 
GaUons are kept entirely back^ or fhou'd mifcarry in coming 
forward, and fall into the Hands of the Hanover Allies, we 
may, without affronting the Spaniards^ fay they will be but in 
« forry Condition to carry on the War, and to fupport their 
jacw-bought Friends, 

Bat 
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Bat that is not all : TheTriumph of their Enemies over them, 
fliou'd the Money fall into, the Hands of the Hanover Allies, 
woald be infinitely a greater Mortification to Spam^ as well 
ro their Pride as their Power, than the Loft of the Money; 
for this woqM be enabling the (aid Allies to carry on a War 
agatnft Spain at the«$]p^if/\frif £xpence;and this I maice noqaeftt- 
oa they (hall do^ thoogh they (hou'd not take the Treafure at 
Sea at all. But of that by it fclf. 

In the mean time we need not fear but we (hall catch fomc 
by the way, thoogh it may not come all to Hand: As I faid. 
above, we muft have very bad Luck Indeed if none of their 
Ships fall in our way ; and if any are taken, they are general- 
ly worth bringing home. 

The Probability of this is one of the Reafons on which it 
has been fo openly faid, that England may Gain by a War 
with France^ but never Lofes by a w ar with Spain ; of which 
we Ihall have room to fay more from a particular Enquiry into 
our EngUp Hiftory, where (unlefs upon taking a Spanifr 
fhta^ a yijfo Account fliou'd be given of it, (viz-) where 
much (hou*d be loft, and but little gaitiM,) we might find lacgc 
Sums have been brought into England^ taken from the Spa^ 
ntards un all Occafions of a \^r; as particularly at the ta- 
king of C^fiZ-s by iht EngUJh and Duuh^ when it was faid 
that befides the publick Gain upon redeeming the City, 
and other Articles ; alt the Officers and Soldiers got not e- 
nough only, but enough to make them rich. But of this a* 
gain in its Place. 

In the mean time, though the Prizes we might take (hould 
be but few, yet 'tis not unlikely we may have fome Share of 
^ooty in facha War, as well private as publick; fuch as may 
amount to another Difappointment to Spainy and that, futh a 
Difappointment as Spain'^WX not ealily recover, and of which 
iheymay have time enough to repent. And this brings me moft 
naturally to the chief Defign of this Work, (z;/^.) the Ad- 
vantages Spain is likely to make of this War which they are 
fo forward to engage in : or, to fpeak plain, the Advantages 
the HanQver Allies are likely to make of it. In our Enquiry 
after vvhich, it may be dctermin'd by the moft ordinary Judg- 
ment, whether I have pafsM a wrong Cenfiire in faying that 
the Coadu6t of the Spaniards is abfurd and ridiculous, or no. 
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CHAP. IL 

6f thi Jhmta^et nvhich of& ly ibis War to tW 
Hanover AIIhs^ and to Great Britairt in particHlar^ 
as they relate tQ the Trade of the Spanim Wcft^ 
Indiei. 

Tfc[ E Neccffity bF H War has htm fpbken to. The Gdti* 
dufl; of OUT Ertemies, hoWt?er tidfcalotis, as well «s the 
Coadua of Gr^ufi Britain j ho wetter dclibferate, cbhctif tc* 
make that Neceffity evident. Let the Sp^nhxdi go an. {k$ thti 
Clarks fay to a Prifoncr Who thejr kuo^ t^ill be dang*d,) 
God fe fid tb^m a good Deliverance. 

Howb^kward have the Hanover Allies bein tbqtiarrclf 
fe[6w ha^e they been fo far from fecking Occafiohs, that 
ih^y htivt even refiJsM to take OcqWron v\rhen ofFer'd ? 

How relaxant have the Britfjh Court been in drawfti^ 
the Stvofd? how willing to prevent the fteble Enemy froiS 
bluft'ringivith theirs? 

What PaciiSc Meafores have thtf M ^long ptirlti'd ? what 
Opporiunieies of offcndidg have thity pafiM over? nay, what 
tteedfui Defendings hate thev feeinM 16 omit? Let ns fee i 
little into the Nattire of all thefe things. 

Whether has the Ba^kwardnefs of the Allies to a War bttk 
occafionM by their Fear of the formidable Power of th^ Enc*- 
&iy } or, Has it been from a full Perftiafion that the Enemv 
having no Advantages in view from the War could not be 
In earned, in all or in any thing they have fkid or ddne abbot 
it, *or at leaft would feminnfo but a vers Isttii ivhile^. 

As nothing they have faid about War has b^^n ritional^ 
fo nothing they have done tov^ards a War hitherto teems to 
liate been founded ih Reafon. 

Ko Man fights mefcrly becaufe he llates, but becaufe he^ 
fiopes. Defcnfive War isentred into by Force and Neceffit]^, 
but it is too with Hojp^s of being able to defend, able to re* 
pell the Force they rear. 

But Offenfive War is founded on a firm Belief of Viftbry 
ittd Hope of Conqucft; it can (hnd upon na other Boitotn-; 
and therefore in old Times, entring into Warwasufually callM 
an Ad rfFaitb^ rather than of Hope^ being an Opinion, nay a 
Confidence, of Succefs ; cither trufting in Heaven (ox it from 
$he JuAke of the Caufe, or in themfclves from the Strength 
cf their Arms. 



Bat here^s a War to be undertaken, with neither Faith Iq 
^eaven, or Hope on Earth : Neither a View o^ Defending, 
or Hope of Offending* How the Heroes of Spain will come 
off with the Credit of their Underflanding, That we fee no* 
|hing of ; T^ime ntfift djfiovcr. if. 

Skjncejhen we cannot fee any GaUi the SpMtards can makQ 
of the war, nor any Lofs we can fodain by it ; let us fee 
what are like to be the Confequences of it, one way or other. 
I. If the Spaniards ^re nor like to Gain, let us enquire, What 
they are like to Lpfe by it; for War is a Game in which the 
Parties fel.dpm dra^. Stakes, they generally gain much, or 
lofe much. 2. Since the Allies cannot (with any manner of 
Reafoi^), apprehend muqh Lpfs by the War, let us fee wjsat 
Gain may be made by it $n their Side. 
" The Learned in roliticks have an ai^cient Way of Talk* 
xpg (as, old as Qaeen SUzaketh) 9bout Erigland^s making War, 
which ([with a little Amendment) reads thus: ENGLAND 
9»4fy Gain by aiVar with France, but never Lofes by a War wifk 
SPAIN, 

' 'Tis my ftated Opinion (fpcaking without National Preju- 
dice) that England is fo far from being in Danger by a W ar- 
y^th Sp^n^ that it would be no Lofs to us if we never had 
any Peace with them; and I believe we have much more to fay 
for a continued War with Spain, than the Spaniards have for 
^continued War with the Turis and MQors. 

7Tis pl^LinXaf th^ J/w^r^/ thcmfclves fay) they have car- 
ried on the vV,ar in ^frick^ thefe Eighty Years paft, without 
Fightingjand a Comtnerce thefe Hundred Years, without Tra- 
ding. The M^ors have indeed befieged Ceuta(fiittT their way) 
far abov^ Forty Years ; but the Spaniards fay, that by the 
Commiflary's Acconmt of Ammunition, the Garrifon of Ca^ 
jiz have fpent more Powder at the Puntals there in Salutes^ 
tfAn.theGarnTpn of Crivf 4 have fpent in Defending themfelves, 
Qurihc all the Siege; the late particular Expedition of the Mar- 
quis ae Lede excepted, which was but fhort. 

This. Refolution oi Spain^ never to enter into any Treaty 
yfhh the Moorsy h%s been derived from one pr both of thefe 
tiyo following fimpleCaufes : i. A religious, rigid Separation^ 
flfid fiery Zeal againft Paganifm, and againft Mahomet \ re- 
Iblving that the true Catholick Church fhould have no Com- 
merce,' no Peace, no Communication with the Enemies ot 
Chrifi^; the fame furious Zeal which they have likewife car- 
ried 09 againft the 3^^^;/. Or, 2. and which I take to be the 
truer acid more rational Account of it, A haqghty Infolence, 
^ua4ad on the crutl Animoficy of that War^ which for to 
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many Years was carried on agaioft the Moors in Spaitf^ *till 
their utter Extirpation ; in which War tbey gave no QoartOTf 
took no Prifoncrs, nor would admit even the Remains of 
thofe People (tho* willing to become their Subjcds) fo mach 
as to live among them. 

Unhappy Pride! How many Nations, as well as private 
People, has it ftruck blind, and cover'd their Eyes fmm their 
own Felicities ? The Spaniards could carry on no Trade ia 
the World more to their own Advantage, than that with the 
Moors of Africa^ and yet they won't trade with them, either 
from a Civil Pride, that they will only make Slaves of them, 
or from a Religious Pride, that tbey will not converle with' 
Infidels. 

Trade knows no Religions, no ScQs, no Parties, no Divi- 
fions. We may ('tis hoped) be as zealous to hate God's Ene- 
mies, as the Spaniards'^ and yet we trade with the Turks^ 
Jews^ Mahometans^ Moors ^ or Pagan JV<?gro^j; and deal with 
the Idolaters of China and Malabar ^ as well as With the Na< 
tive Savages and Cannibals of Firginia nnd the Carribees. 

There's no Idolatry in Commerce; if the Spaniards re- 
je6l the gainful Trade of Africa^ on Pretence of Sanfiity and 
Religion, Is that a Religious Separation ^ I fay, No: 'Tis not 
becaufe they arc Wifer or Better, but becaufe they are Spaniards^ 
that |s to fay, eaten up with Pride^ Self-Opinion and Haughti- 
neft. 

That the Spaniards might trade with the Moors to great 
Advantage, is evident, in that the little Trade they have to 
Africa (aod which they may be faid to have with the Place, 
not with the People) is very much to their Gain, and would 
be much more fo, if they extended it as they might do. But 
they trade with the Englip and French Merchants refiding ia 
Africa^ not with the Moors \ and rather buy the Goods they 
demand there, at fecond and third Hand, than take them di- 
reSly of the Moors i fo they give away their Profit of the 
Trade to the European Nations, to gratify the Averfion they 
have to th^ People. 

It is an undoubted Majcim in Trade, T'bat we ought toTrade 
with every Natidn^ and with every People that we can get Mo* 
ney by. This the Spaniards are fo far from purfuing, that they 
will not deal with the Moors^ even for the Things which in 
Commerce they may be faid to be in Diftrefs for, only becaufb 
they won't deal with them. 

In the ucmoft Diftrefs which the Spaniards arc fometimef 
in for want of Corn, how do they chufe to fend to Eng* 
Undy to Holland^ to theji^^^^ or indeed any where for Corn, 
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rather than to Africa^ rather than deal with the. Barbariausi 
tho* the Barbary Coaft fometimps has a great Pienty, and 
iho' they give two Dollars per Bufhel for the Corn, which 
they could buy there for 3/. or thereabouts, and fometimes 
for much lefs. 

In their rejefiing now the Manufaflures of Europe^ how 
eafy would it be to fupply themfclves with a Quantity of 
Wool from Barbary^ which, with a fmall Application, would 
mix and work up with the Spani/h Wool, and make all the 
feveral Manufadures of England io PerfcSion, and to the in* 
finite Advantage of Spain it felf : But, forfooth, they muft 
not Buy or Sell with xht Mahometans and Enemies of Chrift; 
tho' Himfelf gave them a quite different Example, accepting 
of a Draught of cold Water from the Samaritan^ with whom 
thtjews {Spaniard-like) had no Dealings. 

But (contrary to the Beneficent, Humble, and Gracious Ex* 
ample of Chrift himfelf) the proud Spaniards (pretending Re- 
ligion) throw away their Commerce, fcorn the Bleffings of 
an advantageous Trade, and rather maintain a conftant unre- 
conciled National Feud, a foolifh, faint, and unadive War; 
refufing to trade with the Moorsy and carrying on neither 
Peace or War. 

As this Cafe ftands with Spain and the Barbary Shore, the 
Former is infinitely to blame, and may be faid to a3 ridiculoufly, 
becaufe, as above (fpeaking in the Language of Merchants) e- 
very Body (hould be Traded with that you can gain by. No 
Nation willingly interrupt their own Commerce, or refufe to 
let their Subjeds trade with fuch other Nations as they can 
gain by. For a Trading Nation to Prohibit the Importation 
of fuch Goods as they want, is like Prohibiting the bringing in 
Corn in a Famine, or Prohibiting Arms and Ammunition 
in a War. When the War was hotteft between England snA 
France^ and the French King prohibited almoft all the reft of 
our Englip Goods, forbidding, upon the fevereft Penalties, 
the bringing any of thofe Goods into any Part of his Domi- 
nions, it was obfcrVahle however that they always excepted 
IVaol^ Leather^ and Lead\ thefe were never Prohibited ; rhe 
Reafon was plain, they had none, or but very little of their 
own, and very much wanted them all ; nor conld they be fup- 
plycd (at leaft not fufficienily) from any other Pl.-^ce. 

Now the Spaniards nd by none of thefe Prudentials, for 
they refufe to Trade with the Moors^ or Merchants of Africa^ 
though they might gain very confiderably by ir. The Africans 
have Corn, Copper, Wa}t, Wool, all which the Spaniards 
extremely want, and yet will not buy, becaufe (forfooth) they 
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don't like the Moon wor(hipping Mahomet ; as if Religion 
had any thing to do with Commerce, and as if the Bread 
made of African Corn, would mkSi their People with Ido- 
latry. 

Now I alledge, and infift upon it, That in -a conftant 
State of War between England and Spain^ the Cafe would 
be quite other wife, for here would be war without Prohibi- 
tion ; as in their Management with the Moors^ they have Pro- 
hibition without War. I explain my felf thus : 

As we Trade with Spain^ the State of Things lies fo much 
to the Advantage of Sfain^ that tho' the moft violent War 
that it is poflible to imagine was to be carried on between 
|he Nations, the Spaniards (that is to fay, the Merchants) 
would endeavour with the utmofl Art to carry on the 
Trade, notwithftanding the (Irided Prohibitions : The Reafon 
is plain; 

They would Trade, becaufe they gain by the Trade; the 
Trade to Great-Britain takes off the Growth and Produce, 
which they are ruinM if they do not Sell, and fapplies them 
with NecelTaries which they are ruinM if they cannot Buy: 
In a word, they have no Commerce without us ; their whole 
Export is ftagnated ; their Fruits (their Wines, and their Oyl) 
would rot upon the Trees, and not be worch gathering; their 
Lands lye uncultivated, and no Hands be employ'd ; the Poor 
would ftarve, and theRich.be beggarM and undone : In (hort, 
we buy nothing of Spain^ but what we can very well be with- 
out, and the Spaniards take nothing of us, but what they ex** 
tremely want. 

On the other Hand, take the Alternative in the Commerce; 
what the EngUp buy in Spain^ as it is the Growth and Pro«- 
'duce of the Country, 'tis eflential to the Spaniards to have 
thofe Goods taken off their Hands, and by the Englip too in 
particular; the Reafon is, becaufe if the Englip do not take 
ihem off, no other Nation can do it. For Example : 

The Growth and Produfl of Spain confifts (fo far as it rc- 
.gards Trade) of Wines, that is to fay, Sherry^ /llicant, T'ent^ 
■Mountain-Malaga ; Galitia and Viana Reds ; Barcelona and 
jB^»tfC/«r/oRecis,andC<»»^ry Whiles; B<irrtf/o»/tf» Brandy, fef*"* 
alfo Fruits, fuch as Malaga and Altcant Raifins, Oranges, 
•Limons, Almonds: befides *y^tf»/^ Wool, Spanip Iton^ and 
lalUy, Oil and Soap. 

Thefe Thinj^s being the Growth of Spain^ the Englip buy 

in very great Quantities ; if they are not bought off, Spain^ as 

to the Trade ot it, is ruin'd and undone: whereas if England 

bought none of thofe Goods from Spain^ they could either 
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do without them (for neither Wine, or Brandy, or RaifinfV 
or Oranges, or Lemons, are fo neccflary to Life, or to Trade, 
as that we cannot, as to the moft of them, live without them) 
or as to Trade, have them fomewhere el(e. 

So that upon the whole, there is no abfolute Necelllty on 
our Side, to have the Growth of Spaitt; but there is a Ncccffi- 
ty on the Side of Sfaiff to be Traded with, fo as to have their 
Goods taken off*. 

It is true, the taking off* the Brhijb Manufadure by iheSpa*' 
nlards^ is very much the Advantage of Great Britain ; but all . 
that is Advantageous is not Neceflary .* We are able to fub* 
fift in Trade, without the Profits of our ManufaSures, bet* 
ter than the Spaniards are able to fubfift in Life, without the 
Ufe of them. Nor is that all ; for let the King of Spain pafs 
what Negatives and Prohibitions he pleafes, the Neceflity of 
thofe Manufadures will make their own Way, and the Peo- 
ple mud wear them, or wear nothing at al], for they have no 
equivalent Manufa3ure to place in the room of them; and if 
they have theni not from England^ they will have them from 
Portu^alj from Italy^ or from other Places, as has been the 
Cafe m all the Wars which have happened between England 
and Spain^ in which Commerce has been Prohibited. 

But the Weight does not lye in this Part. The Spaniards 
may Prohibit Trade with fiw^/^//^ when they pleafe, they will 
puniih themfelves infinitely more than England. But take the 
Trade of America into the Confideration, and truly there l^c 
the Spaniards have a Care what they do : Let them take heed, 
left inftead of Prohibiting their People Trading with us, that 
IS, with England'^ I fay, let them take heed that we {England) 
do not Prohibit their Trade with one another, and among 
themfelves. 

By Prohibiting the Trade among themfelves, and with one 
another, I mean (for it requires Explanation) that it is in the 
Power of England (in confequence of this War, and -by the 
Means of it) entirely to Interrupt, nay, to Stop the Com- 
merce between America and Old Spain : And thus I am come 
to my Text, namely, to enquire into what the Allies may gain by 
this War : How it may be carried on by the EngUJh or Bri-- 
tijb Nation, in fuch a Manner, as that Old Spain (hould ne- 
ver more have any Commerce with America \ that is to fay, not 
Exclufively^ that they (hould no more call it their own Trade, 
but the Spaniards in America (hall be entirely fet free, as to 
Trade; (hall be Independent of Old Spain ; receive no Laws 
or Limitations from them; but be at full Liberty to Trade 
.with ^U the World, if they pleafe; or if we pleafe, rather; 
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for It would be pieet to iDiifl upon fome Limitation on our 
Side too. 

Nor do I concern the Civil Government of New Spatn^ in 
any Part of this Provifion ; England (or Great-Britain) feeks 
no Conquefis ; all they covet is to eftablifh Peace, and extend 
Trade, and this we feem to have fairly before us in the ap- 
proaching War. If the Spaniards cannot fee the Fate that at- 
tends them in it (as it feems to me they do not) they mud go 
on, and venture the Confequences ; the thing is plain to me, 
they run the Hazard of lofing all the Sovereignty of their 
Trade in America^ by a War. 

They may keep the Sovereignty of the Country, if they 
pleafe, or if they can; that is, if;the Natives will fubmit toit : 
but they would ibon have no Commerce to it, no Communi- 
cation with it, other than in common with the reft of Europe^ 

This, I fay, England will have it in their Power to limit 
and reftrain ; that is, it (hall be in the Power of England to 
take off all the Reftraints and Limitations of Trade, which 
the Spaniards have impofed, and do now impofe upon the jt- 
mericans^ and upon their own People there, and lay the Trade 
open to the whole World ; holding the Hands of the Spanijb 
Government fo, that they (hould have no Power to impolc a- 
ny Terms of Commerce upon them in America^ any more. 

This is explaining my felf fully, as to the General Head of 
Commerce ; and as that Commerce is now Stated by the Spor 
Tiijh Government, between their Colonies in America^ and 
Old Spain^iOt indeed all the reft of Europe. 

It is obfervable, that the State of the Trade between Old 
and New Spainy ftands thus : The Spaniards having Planted 
Mexico^ 2LX\A Per$4j and all the vaft Country between, in the 
Nature of a Colony; conquered, or extirpated the Natives, 
and taken Poireffion of the Country as their own ; in con* 
fequence of this Right, they give Laws of Commerce to 
the Inhabitants, as well Natives, as Spaniards fettled there; 
thefe Laws (like our AGt of Navigation) are made up briefly 
thus, viz. That the Spanijh Colonies in America fliould drive 
no Trade, or in any manner Correfpond or Negotiate with 
any Nation of Europe^ DireQly, or Indireftly, but by the 
Licentiate, or Allowance of the Confulade of Seville^ that is 
to fay, the Chamber of the Contradration at Seville^ and by 
their Order ; and in fuch Spanijh Ships, and no other, as (hall 
be Licenfed in the fame Confulade^ or Council of Trade : 
which, by the way, is call'd a Royal Council of Cont'^ 
pierce^ and fo it is the Licenfe of the King. 
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This Council of Commerce not only limits what Ships 
ftall go out, but the Perfons who ftiall be allowed to go over 
in thofe Ships, and all the Cargoes or Quaniities of Goods 
that they flial] carry with them, and the Returns made for them; 
which are all Regiftred in their Books : They have alfo other 
particular Powers and Limitations, which the Spanfjh Trade 
is bound to fubmit to ; but I am now upon Generals only, I (hall 
CO me farther into the Particulars prcftntly. 

As America is to Old Spain what we properly call a con- 
quered Country, fo they (even the Spaniards that arc fettled 
there) are Governed in an Arbitrary Way, as a conquered 
Nation , and that notwithftanding their bang Subjeds of 
Old Spain. Under the weight of this Arbitrary Government, 
they fubmit to this among the reft^ That no Ships are allowed 
to come into any of their Ports from any Place in the World, 
except from Old Spain^ or by AJfiento from Old Spain^ as a- 
bove, or fome Place; or other limited in the firft £ftabli(hment 
of Old Spain ; that is to fay, from Guinea^ or any Part of the 
Coaft of Africa^ they may come loadeu by the faid Affien-- 
to with Ne^rqes^ and with them only. 
. From the Canary Iflands they may go fo far as the Havana^ 
carrying.no other Goods but Wines and Pipe-ftaves, the 
Growth of that liland ; and even of that, the Quantity is li- 
mited, as well as the Ships. 

Thus the whole Spanijh Intereft is brought under one Head 
of Univcrfal Commerce, and is call'd the Trade of New 
Spain^ 01 America 'y and is flrfSly confined, limited, and re- 
trained to Old Spain in particular, as is mentioned above; 
and the Spaniards in America^ and the Spaniards in Old Spain^ 
or New Spain^ have no Commerce, or Liberty of Com* 
merce one with another, but by the Licenfe of their Govern- 
ment. 

Now there remains a Queftion or two fit for the Govern- 
ment of Old Spain to anfwer, rather than an Engtip Author ; 
but which if they cannot anfwer to their own Saiisfadion, it 
will be yet harder for them to anfwer another Grand Que- 
ftion which follows it. The firft Quedions are, 

1. Are the People of New Spain (whether Natives, that is 
Indians^ or natural Spaniards) compleatly eafy and fatisfied 
with thofe Limitations > And would they not fliake them oS 
if it lay in their Power ? 

2. Are the Government and People of Old Spiun able to 
keep faft thofe Boles and Bars by which the Trade is lin>tted, 
and prevent the People of New Sjain trading with the -£«- 
rc^/f «»/, in cafe of a Wv ? 

Then 
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Then the Grand Qaeflion follows, viz. How are the Sfm- 
mards fure, that if the Inhabitants of America fhail at aaf 
time Gome into a free Trade with Europe^ by the Means of a. 
War, they will ever be brought to quit that Commerce again, 
having tafied the Sweets of it, efpecially if they in Old Spaim 
cannot force them to it ? 

Thefe Qoeftions, rightly inqoirM into, will let the Spa^' 
niards fee (if their Eyes are not clofed) upon what preca-; 
rious Terms and Conditions their Tenure of the Americam 
Trade (lands, and how foon they may irrecoverably 2ofe it^ 
if they put the Powers of Europe upon a NecefTity of Hum- 
bling their Infolence by a War. I (hall fpeak more partico* 
larly to it in its Place. 



CHAP. III. 

Tie State of the Spanifh Trade in America. How tbo^ 
it is the Property of Spain, yet it depends upon the 
Jujiice and Friendjhip of the reft of the Powers of 
Europe. How thofe Powers {if they think fit to 
withdraw that Friendfhip^ or are provoked to do them^ 
felves Juflice upon the Spaniards in Europe) are able 
to lay open the Trade to New Spain at one BloWy and 
never fuffer it to return to its former Channel. 

IN almoft all the Treaties which the Spaniards have made- 
with the reft of the Powers of Europe^ whether Treaties 
of Peace, or of Commerce, they have always (from a Senfc 
of their own Weaknefs in this particular Gale) taken care to 
Guarrantee their American Commerce, by Negative Claufes ; 
wherein the faid Nations and Powers have generally con(en« 
ted. Not to Interfere in the faid Trade, that is to fay, Not to 
fuffer^ or at leafi not to authorize, theur Subjeds to carry on 
any Trade immediately to New Spain ; contenting themfelves 
with carrying on the faid Commerce, or fuch Share of it as 
their Subje&s refpefiively carried on, in the ordinary Channel, 
and that the Spaniards (hould enjoy the faid Trade in Property 
as their own. 

It is needlefs to look back to the feveral Claufes in the 
Treaties with Spain and other Nations, for the Confirmatioa 
of this Article; 'tis enough that it is particularly Stipulated 19 
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the fever al Treaties between England ^ndSpaitfy and confirm^ 
by fubfequent Treaties Goce that of 1670: Which I meQ«» 
tion here, not to enquire how well thofe Treaties have been 
obferv*d, either on one Side or other; (tho* it may not be im- 
proper to fpeak of that alfo in its Place) but I mention it here, 
I fay, to let it be feen how fenlible Spain has always been of 
its own Weaknels and Inability to prelerve that Commerce, 
notwithfianding all the Rieht they may claim to it, without the 
voluntary Conient of the European Powers (lipulating td yield 
and give it up, as above. 

I^ is not thus with our Poffcfilons in America; the Englip^ 
and even the French alfo, have indeed the fame excluOve 
Right to the fole Trade of their own Colonies in America^ as 
the Spaniards claim to thefe of New Spain ; and they have 
Laws likewife refpe£Kvely enafted, fuch as the Ad of Navi- 
gation in particular, binding their Subjeds to fuch particular 
Kedraints and Limitations of Commerce, as are proper to 
fecure the Property and Sovereignty of thofe Trades to the 
refoeaive Powers whofe Subjeds they are. 

But the Englip and French^ fecure in their own Strength, 
and always believing themfelves able to fupport and defend 
their own Right, have trufted to that Strength for their 
Defence; not at allfeeking the Guarantee or Protedion of 
any other Powers, for the Security of their Trade. 

The firft Inference I draw from thefe Premifes, is, that a 
War breaking out, fuppofing that Part to be certain, and e(^ 
pecially the Spaniards becoming AggrelTors, and beginning that 
War, the Powers with whom fuch a War is begun are then 
evidently difchargM from all the former Obligations of 
thofe Treaties ; their Subjcfis become from that Moment free 
from all the ftipulated Engagements and Reftraints relating io 
that Trade; our Ships may then as freely trade to the Port^ of 
New Spain^ as they may to any other Part of the World : 




ips of 

War attack out Merchants, that's allowed to be but fair, and 
we muft bear it as well as we can; but if their People wiil 
come otF to our Ships or Sloopf, and buy or fell, that can 
be no Breach on our Side; for the War is begun already, and 
all Obligations to limit that Commerce ceafes. 

The Argument is Short, and to the Purpofe; the Spaniards 
may indeed puniOi their own American SubjeSs as they pleafe, 
and treat them as Traytors for entring into this Commerce, 
as it is. contraband and prohibited by their own Laws, which^ 
.Laws are binding to their own Subjeds. Bat 
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But the Allies arc, by vertue of the War mutually declared 
^vAnR Spain y and by »$^^/» againft them, effeSuaily, and tpfa 
FaSo^ difcharg'd from all Limitations of former Treaties for- 
bidding this Commerce : And I take the more Notice of it,be- 
caufe'tis to be hoped the faid Allies, efpecially the Powers 
of Great Britain and the States-Genera/^ will confider very 
well of it, at any fubfcquent Treaty, before they confent again 
to limit their own SubjeSsfrom a Commerce, which Js fo 
many ways advantageous to them. 

What Keafon have trading Nations to tye themfelves dowti 
to the arbitrary Laws of Commerce, which the Spaniards 
may think fit tyrannically to impofe upon their own People? 
•Tis enough that they refufe to ladmit any of the Protcftant 
Nations of Europe fo much as to fet fpet among them^ 
much lefs to trade and live among them ; a Liberty which we 
no where deny to the Spaniards, s I fay, *tis enough to be thus 
excluded from refiding among them; but if their own People^ 
at whatever Hazard^ are content to trade with us, I cannot 
fee why we fhould pay fo much Veneration to their Govern- 
ment, and their Arbitrary Laws, as to tye down the Mer- 
chants from a fair Correfpondence and Commerce together. 

Let Trade take its Courfe ; let Exchange of Goods and 
Money take its due Courfe, and be uninterrupted on all Sides; 
let the Spaniards and the Ally'd Powers come to a good Un- 
derllanding, as foon as our Government pleafes; let them 
fight and agree as his Majedy thinks fit ; let the Merchants be 
at Liberty to extend the Britijh Commerce with their utmoft 
Skill ; this need be no Interruption to a Peace ; for what has 
the peaceable Merchant to do with War and Government ? 

It is a (Irange fit of religious Stridnefs, which the Spant^ 
ards think good to praSife by the Power of their right mody 
Inquifition ; (viz-) that they will fufFer no Strangers whaifo- 
ever, unlefs Roman Catholicks, fo much as to fet a foot \i\ 
New Spain^ much lefs to live among them; and if any En- 
glijhman or Dutchman attempt to live among them, if they 
are difcover'd, they are condemned to the Mines, and qiuft. 
go to work at Potnji. 

Nay, fo cruel are they, and fa unmerciful, that if an Engr- 
lijh Ship (hould come upon their Coaft, in the greateift Di- 
ftrefs ; whether in Didrefs by Storm, and fo wanting perhaps 
Mafts or Sails, Anchoryor Cable, or Carpenters; or in Di- 
ftr«fs fvir Provifions, and are wanting Frcfti-water, Bread, and 
other Provifions; in none of thefe Extremities will they (as 
I have been informed) give them Relief, the' they are by ex^ 
prcfs Treaties ob-ig'd to do it: A Piece of Inhumanity, which 
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I do not find the TWrib or Pagans are arriy'd to^ in any of 
the known Parts of the World. 

But thefe Catholick Chrrdians on the other hand, will, 
even in thefe Cafes of Diftrefs, which all other Chrifiian 
Nations confider, ufe all poffible Stratagems to get the Ship^ 
into their Hands ; in which cafe the Cargo and Ship is confif* 
cated^and the poor Men^tho' no way offending, are perhaps mada 
Slaves, and fent to the Mines without Redemption. Which, by 
Che way, (not to Ay any thing of the particular Cruelty 
with which the Sf awards treat their Slaves, and which few 
of them are able, to furvive many Years) is a degree beyond 
what is praAis'd, either at ^Igier or SalU^ Tunis or 7*ripoii^ 
or by any the Moors of theB^^^ryCoaft. 

I need go no farther for the Proof of thefe Things, than 
the Authentick Relations of thofe of our own Country, who have 
been upon the Spot, and who have partly faffered under 
thQfe Barbarities, and partly been EyerwitnelTes to the Suffer* 
ings of others, and ^o the particular Method by which the 
Spaniards render themfelves fo odious to the reft of the 
Chriftian World for Cruelty and Injuffice. 

That no Nation but the Spaniards^ at lead no Chriftian or 
Mahometan Nation that I have read of, do this but the Sfani^ 
ards^ I think I may appeal for the Proof of, to the general 
PraSiceofthe£«2'/^, Dntcb znd Frenek^ in like Cafes, and 
!n the fame Country. 

It is true, that neither of thefe Nations permit any other 
Nations to trade in their refpedive Colonies: Reafons 
of Trade, the Interefts of Nations, and the Property of Com- 
merce demands it, that it flioold be fo; that the Trade of the 
particular Colony may be refervM carefally, feparately and 
diflin&ly, to the Ufe and Benefit of the reipedive Nation to 
which it of Right belongs. 

But in any of the fatd Colonies, if a Ship belonging to 
another Nation is manifeftly driven Into the Port or Har* 
tour by ftrefs of Weather, or is in Diftrefs for Fre(h- water, 
or Provifions, the Government will allow them Shelter, and 
will allow them to take Frefli-water, and pnrchafe Provifions 
for their Voyage ; and this notwithftanding the ftrideft Pro- 
hibitions of Commerce : according to the exprefs Scripture- 
Law ; If thine Enemy be hungry give him Bread to eat^ an4 
jfhebe tbirfty give htm Water to drink. Prov. xxv. zi, For 
all Ships of afiother Nation are, in the Language of Trade, 
and in the Senfe of thofe Laws of Navigation, a kind tf 
Enemy; as to Commerce, I mean, the' otherwife in full Amity; 
and even if they were in Confederacy it would be the famt^ 
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Tt is trae^ if the Ship fo diftrefs'd (hall trantgrefi the Lair^ 
and break In upon the Hofpicality ivhich they meet nvicfa, 
and Oiall ckndeftinely and prirately offer to trade with the 
lohabitants, ihall ifreak Bulk as they call it, and Tell any Part 
pf her Cargo, other than (hall be allowM by the GovenuneaC 
Qf the Place, for the Paymeoc of fuch Provifioas as thef 
are allowM to bay, in fuch cafe they are liable to be ftopp'd. 
ieiz^d upon, and the whole Ship and Goods confifcated ; and 
this is no Wrong done to them, becaufe they are the Offen^ 
ders, and know before-hand the Confeqaence of liicb % 
Tr<^fpaft, if it was difcover'd* 

Yet even jn this Cafe, tho* the Ship and Goods are cob- 
£fcated, yet the poor Men are not made Slaves ; on the con- 
^ary, they «re^ let go, and may flilft for themfblves ; and are 
ofcemimes relieved and treated with Humanity; as may be 
prov'd by very many Examples, even upon the SfimarJg 
themfelves. 

Again: li tL Sfmiiard^ or a Boat full of Spaniards ^ fliodld 
come to any of the Englifo or French Colonies, and laad 
there^ fo he //, that they offer to bring no Goods to land 
there, againfi the CbnAitution of the Commerce mentioned a- 
bove, they are admitted to come on Shore, may land, and go 
freely up and down, take themfelves a Lodging, may trade aa 
Merchants, or dwell as Stranjgers; fubmictiag only to aU 
the particular Laws of Commerce, which other People fob* 
mit to; nor will they meet with any Moledation or Obflxa- 
fkton ; while, on the contrary, the bare coming on Shore «- 
mong the Spaniards^ in any of their Ameriean Colonies, .if 
Death, or perpetual Slavery, which, as the Spaniards order ' 
it, is worfe than Death : For, without injuring the Spamimrds^ 
as they are but indifferent Servants, when Servitude is rhetr 
Lot; fo they are the word Mafters in the World, at leajk 
among either Chriftians or Turksj 

This then being the State of the Spauijb Colonies, and of 
the Commerce, and it being (as is laid) conceded to by the 
^European Nations, by fundry Treaties of Peace and Con^ 
merce; hence it follows, that if any of the SubjeSs of the 
faid EurBpean Nations, tempted by the extraordinary Gain of 
2 private Commerce with the Spaniards^ do either lie off^ixA 
^n (as they call it) upon the Loafl, with Sloops and Ships, 
and fo trade in the Night with the Spanijh Periaguas and C^ot^ 
noes which come off to them ; as the EngUp of Jamaica ancl 
the Dutch of Curacao frequently do; or do land in the Baf 
cfC^i77/^^^^f, and cut Log-wood, as the EngliJ? (Tom yamaiaa 
jujd New'Eatgland have always done ; ox trade by Force uj)- 
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on Che Goaft ofCbiU and Permj as the Frettcb hare done Sdcc 
their late Liceofe during the Time of War ; 

If, I fiy, in thefe Cafes^ the SpimiarJs happen to fall upon 
them, and take them, burn or nok their Ships, and ufe the 
Men after their ufual Spanijh Severity, tho' it be too inhoit 
mane even to mention, yet the fevcral Nations to which they 
belong do not afaally rnake this any Matter of Complaint, or 
reclaim the Ships or Men at if injarionfly taken, the Trade it 
lelf being contraband ; an Example of which we have lately 
bad in fome Dutch Ships taken on the Goad of Chartagim and 
Smnt Martha^ or thereaboots, by the Spant/b Craizers, who 
they call GmrJi de Cofta^s^ or Gtiardlhips, 

Not bat that thofe CMrde de Coft^s^ as the ^S/^^ji/^rid^call then^ 
commit feveral Depredations and almoft Pyracies in takrng 
Ships, which are not Traders or trading ; and this the Englip 
complain of at this Time, and that I believe with good Gaufo. 
But that by the way. 

In General, it is true, that this Right of an exclulive Com- 
jnerce, as it was at firft aflbmM by the Spaniards as a Proper* 
ty, fo it is conceded to them by the Aflent of their Neighbour 
Nations, and agreed to by Treaty ; the very obtaining of which 
Treaty is a tacit Acknowledgment that they are not &ble to 
maintain the ezclufive Commerce by their own Power; nor 
aMeeither to reftrain their own People, or keep the Ships of o^ 
ther Nations from their Goad ; and this is the Reafon of 
-my entring thus far into thie Gaie of the Limitations of the 
Commerce, whioh ocherwifc would not be to the purpofe, ia 
the Cafe before me. 

But to bring ic down diredly to the Cafe in hand* With a War* 
(in which War, as it is evident, the Spaniards themfelves are Ag- 
greflbrs) all thefe Limitations and Keferves of Commerce 
ceafe at once ; the Trade is laid open, and it is fair working 
not only to break in upon their Trade by all fuch Methods as 
we find praSicable, but to make fuch Gaps and Openings in 
it, as it^ ihall never be in the Power of the Spaniards to 
clofe and make up again, no not by a Treaty of Peace. 

Thus the Spaniards, (who, in Breach of thofe very Trea- 
ties, by which their exclufive Trade was conceded to them^ 
have unjuftiy attempted to open the. Trade to a Nation ex-^ 
prefly (hut out,) may find themfelves left naked of the juft 
Defence which thofe former Treaties always were- to them, 
iand fo mav never be able to recover the exclufive Commerce of 
the Spanijh IVeft-Indies, which has been of fuch infinite Advan- 
tage to their whole Nation, or to call the Trade their Own 
wy mote* ^ . * .1 
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Kor would it 'be any Injoftice to the Spsmards^ efpedallf/.^ 
as (I fay) they are the AggrefTors in this War; for if during 
^e pafl'Ages^thofe European Nation^ now ally'dagainll^Si^M^ 
were lefs opalenc andlels powerfol in Trade, and which is above 
dl the red, were lefs united in Interefts (trading Interefts I 
mean) than they may be now ; and were perhaps willinjg; to 
keep Meafures with the Spaniards^ which might in lome 
things be to their Difadvantage, rather than to let them be 
laid too low, or perhaps rather than another ihou'd reap thefepa- 
rate Advantage of it, as was the Cafe in the late War, when 
France ohxdiv^ A an Admiflion into the Trade iathe Spamtjb 4m€* 
rica : I fay, thoVin thofe Times thefe Gonceffions might be 
made to the Spaniards^ and their Pretentions to an exclufivo 
Trade were fo far confiim'd, it may not be always fo* 

If this has been the Cafe, it was the Spaniards Boiinefs to have 
preferved the Advantages which that divided Sitaation of the 
Affairs and Interefts of Europe gave them, and to have culti- 
vated that Friendihip which alone was the Safety of their Com- 
merce ; and not by fach precipitate Councils as the(e to open 
the Door of that Commerce to a People no way in condition 
to carry it on, or to proteS: the Spaniards in it, and pretend 
(I might fay, foolifhly pretend) to (but thofe out who are able to 
let themfelves iii, and even to difpoffefs Spain it felf, not of 
the Trade only, but of the very Country too, whenever they 
pleafe. 

Thefe are the Advantages which I mean, when I fpeall: of 
< the Probable Confeqaences of this War ; and this is that which 
I call going to the Bot^phi of things. A full Enquiry iiito 
, which wiirbpen the Eyes o( Europe^ and let us fee farther per- 
haps than ever before, whether 1 have wrongM the Spamards 
in faying they know not what they are doing ; that their 
.Meafures are abfurd and ridiculous: in a Word, if I had fiud 
they were mad, (that is to fay their Minifters and Managers, 
whoever they are ; I fay, if I had concluded them mad, or 
next door to it;) it had been, in my Opinion, thtkindeft thing 
I could have faid of them. 

To have faid, they had taken thefe Steps with their Eyes 
.open, with their Reafon in its full Exercife, with their Poll- 
ticks free from Diftradtion ,. mud have been to have fog- 
. gefled worfe things of them than I am willing to charge 
them with, and to have intimated, that they were a Set of 
Men in a Plot or Confpiracy to betray their Matter, and ruin 
their Country. 

But be it which of the two you pleafe, it feems to me that 
3^ai0 may have an Qccgfion to look back with Ibme Re- 
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^ottch npon Its late Politicks, in LeaguioR wftti a Prince lb 
very lately their Enemy, and fo ill able to be thdr Friend ; a- 
gainft two Powers, Great-Britmn and France^ fo vcrv able 
to ruin them, and which Ihould have been the two laft Na-^ 
fions in the World that Spain onght to have diffsr'd with; 
and out of which Quarrel they will not find it fo eafy to de- 
liver themfel ves, as perhaps they imagine ; that is to fay, with- 
out deep Wounds in their Conftitution, cfpccially as t<i 
Trade. And this is what I ^leant, when I faid, as the Clerks 
{CutPrlt) do to Che Prifoner, who they know will be caft up- 
on his Tryal, God fend you a good Deliverance^ intimating a^ 
the fime time, that 'tis not at ^1 likely. 



CHAP. IV. 

Of the Condition pf the Spaniards a$id their Colomet 
in the Weft- Indies^ and the Manner how this 

.. ff^ar may be carried on^ to the Advantage of Greats 
Britain^ without making any Conquefts upon the 
Continent of America i or to do no Injury^ er of* 
fer any Affront to any of the Hanover Allies. 

TRading Nations feek no Conqueft, a!m at no Encreafe of 
Power, or Agrandifing of Ferfbns or Families. Grea^ 
Briuun is Rich, and Strong, and Opulent enough in her owa 
Wealth, Power^ and Commerce. She feeks no more but a 
peaceable PoiTeffing her jufl Rights, and preferving to her 
reople the free Extending their Commerce, that they mav 
Trade in Peace with all the World, and all the World with 
them. 

As is the Nation, fo is the Prince that governs them; Sa- 
tisfied in his own Greatnefs, King George fights for the Peace 
and Good of his own People, and qt all Mankind. His 
Majefty enters upon this War on the mod honourable, and 
moft judifiable Grounds in the Wbrld, namely, to Eftablifh 
the World upon the immovable Bafis t>f Peace; that every 
Nation, and every Prince, and every Power, reftrainM only 
by Jufl and Capitulated Limitations, may with Safety enjoy 
their Own, and mutually Guarrantee the rfope^ty of all their 
SubjeSs* 
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Contrttry to the meaner Principles upon which Princes KM' 
often make War, the King fights not for Fame : He is placed 
by Heaven on a Seat above all the empty Things we fooliAk;* 
Iv call Glory ; and were my Bufinefs JPanegyrsck^ or my D<t 
iign Plsitery^ what could I not fay here, to exalt the happf 
f rpfpeS or his Majefty's prefent Undertaking ! 

Even the Iting himfelf cannot look upon it without lifting 
vfp fome Thoughts to Heaven , and bieffing the Power that 
has fingled his Majefty out to a£l; in a Scene of fa much fa- 
perior Glory; fuperior to all the Kings of the E^rth^ as if, 
affimulates the Deity, and reprefents a King, ading by :iaiv 
mediate Conimiilion from his Maker, and in a perfect Hac^' 
mony with his Providence. 

At TbunJers MJ^ate the noxious Ait^ 

And raging Storms tbtfequent Calms prepare \ 

So Nations^ by his Ptvj*r' reftrain^dfrom Feud^ 

Are to their own FcVicliy fuidu*d. 

' IFiib awfml Vaiee he calls dt evety Dootj -^ 

And warns their Monarehs not to rou2e his PotuV. 

tfis Sword^ half drawn, makes their Commotions ceafii 

He FrovwSj to Smile, and he comends for Peace, 

His Rebels crufi^d^ are^ under Con^ueft, free ^ 

And only are confin'd to Liberty. 

ThtS' fecms thea to be the State of the approaching Waf • 
Grtat^Britain z&s the Part of the World's Proteflor. The King, 
linking the Nations in a (Irong Confederacy, oppofes the aggrcf- 
AnglXulurbers with fuch an early and fuperior Hand, ^hat th^y 
find themfelves difabled in the very Infancy of their UndertakiD|;. 

The Spaniards ( obftinate and opiniatrej beginning tt^ 
the wron^ End of their Work, break ont into a War, 
with fo little Profpefl of Succcfs, that the World looks on 
with Surprize, to fee them a6l fo as their Friends can have 
no Hope, and their Enemies no Fear, from the Event of tbe 
Undertaking. 

A Town impregnable, even by its SitBation, and made 
more fo by the Addition of terrible Fortifications ; open to 
the Sea , and their Enemies MaAers of the Bay, able to relieve 
it as often as they pleafe : What flrange, unaccooj^table Be- 
ginnings are thefe i Spain ought to remember their Ancedors 
.ill Condu6i at the Siege of OJIend^ which on the fingle 
Article of its being eafily relieved by Sea^ held 9Ut a Siege of 
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tbree Yetrs mi four Mpmh$, Mi cod the Spaniardi 66qoo 
J^en to conqoftf ; wh^reai being not to l^e reliev'd by Seiit 
ttic iate DiaHe of Marlkon^ugb took it 141 twelve D^ys. 

, -ThiJ Town, wil^ gll the Advwtagespf Situatipo aodFpr- 
tification, has in it a oumerous Qarrifon^of old Veteran $oN 
dijsrs, commanded hj eiperienc'd O^ers, furi^iSied with all 
things needfal for a vigorous Pefence, a^d covered with A 
^ongSqoadron of twelve large capital Men of War, fiich as 
DO twenty S^iips tfaat the King of ^aim may get together will 
dare,ro engage. 

. yo atta;:k this PUcc, the Spani^rdi whole Infantry are 9^ 
bout 2C00O at the cno(l, who (if 1 n>ay fpea)c without boafl- 
ing) 4ire no more able to attaci^ the Towp, to any pur- 
pofe, than twenty Mm would be to take the Tower of 

iuindon, 

Ijf the King of Spai^ fails in this Enterpri.ze, 'ci5 very iikelf 
lie ruinsthe Isfiuitry who are before it ; and thp' bis Kingdomis 
are indeed very lar^e, yeit we all know, that it i^ not the ea- 
ieft. thing in the Worl^ to raife a new Arnoy in ^p^in-^ 'tia 
not like G<rr»j<i»y, which {as one fays, travelling thro' it) i$ 
an inexhauAible Store-boafe for Men, and thpfe Men all 
porn. Soldiery. 

But in &pain it is quite a difierent Cafe ; not but that the 
S^amiards are very good Troops, when well paid, vf^ 
cloatb'd, difciplinM, and led abroad from Home ; i>at Sp^i» ia 
more fruitful of any thing than Men : there are To m^ny go a- 
broad, and (b very few ftay ajt home;, fp many tur^i Priefts, 
i^nd mud not fight; arc poor, deje^ed, and cannot fight ; 
or ace Liixy D^m among the Gentry, and will ppt^ht, (t^ 
it is jtbe hardeft thing in the World to raife an Army in ^pain^ 
at lead with Expedition. 

Thus (lands their Affair at home, and in this unhappy Po- 
flure tbey are beginning the War ; a Pofture that I think they 
Jure the firit People that ever began a War in before. 

As foon as they ftrike a Stroke at Gihrajitar^ they pu^ht t9 
expert all the Allies to declare againft, and fall nppn them; 
Framee in the firft Place, we may fuppofe will be e^cpeljevl 
jappn their Frontiers with two Armies, one in Nav^rr^ ^p^ 
Ihe other in RotifiUiou ; and in that Figure we (ball fopn fee 
Jiow they will go on. 

, Let us now take a View of the Siraatipn of thpir Affairji 
M to Trade, and particularly as to ^hat Part of their Cofnmerce 
•of which I have (polcea Co much> viz* the Trade pjf New 
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^ While the Brhifi Sqaadron remains on the tloafts of A- 
wuri€a^ fuppofein the Gulph of Mexico^ or npdn the CoaSs 
of PortB^Beh and Carthag^ena^ either the Spaniards mud fight 
that Fleet, or otherwife remove it, or there's an end pot to 
their Commerce on that Side, all at once* 

It is objefied, that a Brtfijb Sqaadron may Indeed inter- 
rupt the* Commerce in this or that particolar Ptace, but that 
this will not cfFeaually ruiii the SpanspTt^de. The Coaft of 
America (^ poffefs'd by the Spaniards) is a large^Place^ *tf$ 
extended in a yaft Length, from the Golph of Florida^ or the 
North-mbft Part of the Gblph of Mexico^ and in the Lati- 
tude of 24 to If Degrees to the Coaft of Surinam^ and even 
to the Mouth of the Gulph of Paria^ and the Ifieof Trinida^ 
Joy and farther, to the Latitude of five Degrees : So that 
kere is a Length of 1000 Mile^, oi thereabouts,. ih a Line 
North aiid South, befides reckoning the Depth of the Bay, 
and the Indentings of the Coaft of TncaSany the Bay of Cam- 
feacfyy the Gulph of Honduras^ Darien^ and others, which 
make the Coaft above 2500 Miles in Length ; of all which I 
fiiall (peak again in the next Chapter. 

In the mean time, to give the Obje£Hon its ntmoft Strefs, 
they add, that the Heat of the Ch'mate, the Unhealthtnels of 
the particular Places where the Station of foch Ships muft be, 
md the want of Proviiions, are fuch, as (hat no European 
Fleet can bear to be conftantly ftationM in thofe Seas. 

That as well at La Vera CruZy as at Porto- Belo^ which 
are the two Centres of the Spamp Commerce, the Air is to 
unhealthy by reafon of the exccffive Heats, that even the Spa* 
mards themfelves cannot dwell there, and only come at the 
particular times of Trade, when theShips from Old Spain ws- 
rive, when they buy their Goods, deliver their Money, finiOi 
their Difpatches and Letters to Europe^ and return again, the 
former to the great City of Mexico^ and the latter to Panama^ 
and thence te Limay and the other Ports on the Coaft of Pe^ 
rn and Chili in the South-Seas. 

That this is evident at this time, for that the Galeons being 
(as it were) bcfieged, or blocked qp by the Englifi Sqaadron, 
their Men prefently grow fickly, and dye a-pace ; nor perhaps 
are the Men in the Squadron it ielf quite free, (ho' being bet- 
ter farni(h*d with Provifions than the Spaniards^ for the Conn^ 
try yields little or ntftbing'there-ahonts; I lay, the Britip Sai- 
lors being better forni<bed, and better taken care of, and bet^ 
ter fed, the Men are by confequence better able to bear the 
Inconvenience of the Seafon : yet the Place is allovrcd to be 
fuch $§ Mdmiif aa long Stay. 

That 
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Yhat the Sc0tf^ in their Settlement at JD^nVw, which i*s biit 
a little South from P^r/o-Bf/o^ fbood by fad Ezperieoccy 
that these was no bearing the Sitaation ; tho' the Scots are as 
hardy a People, and as able to bear the Extremities of Wte* 
tfaer, as mod Nations in Emro^e. 

I am the more willing to give the utmoft L^tlgth to thefd 
fteming ObjeSionSi becaofe when they fliall be folly add iin* 
dnfwerably removed, thiey will leave the lefs to fay by a Set 
of People who deal in Mifreprefentations and Difcoorage^ 
ments, as a particolar Traffick of their own \ and calcalated 
for a particular Caofe, which wstnting fome Cordials, khoWs 
not Where to find or make any better; 

It is true, the Costft of America (as novtr pofle&M by th6 
SpanUrds) is exceeding large, as It defcribed; and that the 
great Gulph of Mexico is not to be blocked up by a Squadron! 
of Ships; the feveral PdrtS for Trade being fo remote oncf 
from another, and that iii the vtrhole the Coaft ihay lie eiten* 
ded above 2000 Miles. 

It is likewifetrue, that the Ports of LaFeraCrkz^tiAPorf^ 
Beh^ which are at prefent the Centre of the Spanifit Com- 
merce in thofe Parts, are unhealtbi dangerous Climates, the 
Shores defiitute of Provifioos, the Hmts exceffive, airlefs, and 
not reftefliM with Land Breezes, as m oche^ Pfaces ; and that 
even the Spaniards rhemfelVea are not able to bear tfaeExtreams 
of the intemperate Seafons, Inch as the Surhinier's Heai, and 
the Winter's Rain^ efpecially about Por/« Behl" 

But the Miftake of all this lies in the Ignortace 5f IkoA. 
that lay the Strefs of this Cadfe, upon the polling ah JEaJg^, 
Navy or Squadron only for the Int^rnptfng this Cotnmercef 
whereas there is nothing more plaid, - thaii that the AllyM 
Powers are able at. once, not only to Interrupt the Sfunffti 
Gbttimerce, buttoputahentire£odtdit, andiiiaWord, break 
off ail fettled Gorrefpondence betw:ceD the two Countries, I 
mean of Old SpMn and NeW Sptun^ |nd this wKhoiit haiard- 
Ihg their Ships or Men to lye upqfp |ti un wHolefotpe yoaft^ 
and poifon thenifelves with the fttHgHpftr Air of Darien ot the 
Bafisnient0$. 

Hot but that on this Occiifidn, the tsaleoiis being in the 

Port, it became neceflary to |»e#a SquiRlron, as Admiral Ho^ 
Jitr has been poiiM^ to iMMte the Molney, ^s Well as give 
the Spaniwhis a Tafte «f ne ftagnate Vapours of the Place, 
and to keep them wHIK t^y Were; If they iire ill furnifli*4 
with ProvHions, if CKin Country ciannot ftipply them, if the 
Stores in their SMjpt are not fufficTent for them, they are at 
home^ they tnisil take c^e of themfelves \ no doubt but by 

F J^nd* 



it .34 

tfand-Cerrf||;f, or hy the great Lake of M^^ryj^Mt, whfcb 
ttlj^s |igh'tjr iiebtues wfthin the Land, ^xsi rtiadtes wkhjfi fif« 
Ifi^a Lealj^ii(K of the South-Sea^ tfaey may be iTo&ctentijr fur* 
AflUed with ProvifiohSy at lead may -have feme Relief 'in iheir 
pi^'aKlnt ^fgeiice; Tor it is very well kttowu, that the Caaacrf 
of .G4f^/i»i4/tf^ bordering on that great Lake^ is the mol^ fraitftal^ 
^tcataot, ailn plentiful of any Part of Spanifi? Amerifsi or 
^l^ tlieir own Accounts of It axe very falfe^ and th«y bcvc 
4eG:rib^ it much ihore to their own Advantage, than thejr jcan 
m^e out, when thev iSod occadon to make ufe of it» 
^pui if it ibo^ld be ib-, ^at they are diflrejrs''d, for Pro^ 
VimVns, as I (ay above, they are 4U ti(me\ they are imdcc 
i)pileSraiQta^ they have no Entaries landed tipoo them^ they 
0u^ £nd for Pr'ovifions Vvhere they are to be had, and muf 
^nd £ii>r'efles to tlie jSovernours of the iTeveral CottYitrtes to 
KippTy mem, isiid to fih^ M^rai^s to copvey themt CertiHi)^ 
tne uovernours wHl not fuffer the King jof Spain's Ships 
to want ViSua^iDg, or ifui^er the poor Seamen to fiarv^ 
upojB^ their- owa Qoafls, and (aa laay W (aid) at their oyra 
Doors. ^ . .X ; 

But wb ar^«pt ifpeaki^g of fKi Adva^^tage to Great Brium 
dnly In tin's prefentd^adtng Article t>fBlockiog op the «!^ 
mjb Galebns, which is a thing (^ to^ay, and^ as we am ktf^ 
wHl 'be cVer to-morrow; is done to Verve a parcicutar Oc^<* 
£on, and wrli fee ve ihatt)(fcafioo moft effe^ual for we fte 
how 111 able the Sprnttardt are (o bear the Difiqppolmmefit^. mi 
what a Check it gives to their £nterptixes, how low tifefr 
Credit Tons in £i»ri^ and how even their AnsHieries. «nd 
6oi^ederates (as it were) Iftand ftill 'till they fee from 
^hat other SfKing^s ihe ^omis'd •Stfeams of Mo(iey wiU 
fioW. 

The Occafio'n therefore is abundantly ierved by the BrfV^ 
Admiral jK>fting his Sq^ia^rofi at the Cotrance of the HarboiK 
of Pom Beh^ and hiBderiog the jSateons from comrng ona| 
fprea^hg the Sea with his Croifers^ and ififerrnptiBg their 
Commerce; und in a Word) locking up their Money fo, at 
that tW It be in their own Pofleffion, it is yet put of their 
Reach, and rendered <af leaft' for the prefent} as nfeleft 'to 
them, a^ if rt was in the Minieis at Potcfi. 

And tbo^ it is far from beifig meat ton'd as any part of the Ad« 
vanti^s Hinted ^t in m> iTitm, and which ate c^r'd to iho 
Ailtes in the ,prefent War> atiy farther than it is an Accldfcnt 
to the &ginjimg4.and a particular Gircnmfl^nce which faUa 
into the Encouragement of ^nr Friends, and the great Dibp^ 
poinunent of the £ne»y ; jfet it muft be acteiipwltdged too^ 

that 



tkit ft b a Ttry great Advantage in iNj ]Cln4; and it Aio^i| 
alie World, that the Sf^nimrds^ ^ith ail t^e Fctnds of iheir 
immf nfe Trearore, whicb it may be faid they are Mafl^rs 6f^ 
iMyoiidaitllMNatioas of Burofe ; yet are (b unhflrpprl j'^toatedf^ 
that they mod as-lt Jvwie be fM^A ^ ask their Meighbow^ 
leave to bring it home, and dare not venture abroad with it, 
if bat aioe oc tan Mas ef War api^af ttpon thefr Ooafts. - 
But fiotwithftandiiig all this, and fuppofing this Expedition 
of PortO'Belo were to be rep|co{^M aa nofhing in the prefenr 
Account of the Advantage* of the War; it is manifcd that 
their whole IVeft India Commerce is in the Hands, and at {h^ 
Meri:y of iht AUie«viir this War ; that we ace able f^ pot an 
1^ tp it ai pnpt« if w« itiiot? ^i; ^ad lh»t pf»t fpf the ptt^ 
fent only, but fqr l^i; ti(p^ tp come^ wl^ever t|)e Qgygrn- 
inent thinks fit to enter into Meafures for that Purpole. 




of former Times, and msUre fome finaU Inferences frpi^ 
them; wkictvff ouf Govereours plpife to lyiake aqyUfb 6f^ 
AflFiQay doubtleft very much improve; iiod }f they do not' 
think fit -to make- uft of^ tKey will, 'tis hoped,- not be di(^' 
pleasM at anv well-defi^qing ^pt>jc^ (however ipjt)rfaufl/ 
Bailreprefcntea) Dientioniii^ ifich things for fheir Service ^% 
are apparently capable of an^Verin^ the End if accepted, an^ 
can bo Hurtful to none if rejefied. 

Nor ean it be iajd, that ft is a difeoverfng t|)e Weaknei(k| 
oifthe Eaemy to themfelves, ^d putting th^m i)pon fccutin^ 
INemfelves where they lie open, iince the Enenriy- are far frpm 
being ignorant of the Difadv^ptage they h> under ; thpy aref 
Bot fo ftifenfible of the weak Part, and h'aye been feniibie of i| 
many Years ago, but find there is no Pofiibillty of preventing[ 
the Confequenccs, but by being Makers at Sea ^ ^hich is aii 
Article that never w^iot once thefr Chance, ^nd is fiev^r 
likely to happen to rhetn aeain ; at lead it i^ill pot in thjs Wapi 
#iiai«yer ic may do in i!Vrter-tir)iea. 

If fi>me .things offe in fhis ffar^ which have not offered bc^ 
fore, at lead not tp be fo praf^icable iti ar^y fbrm^r War^' 
find if wifer Heads than mine have not yet leeri them, pi; 
rather tior look-d into them, fo much as pet'haps they may ft0 
reafoti to do hereaficr; I hope it will-be no Offence to j^ive 
any Lights, however unworthy and ifl-cfl[^em'<) the Merlon: 
avflo fo officloufly offers them for the publick Scivicc, ani| 
however itnkfRg under the Weight of unjuiH Calumny his 
Opinion may be flightedi yet he may bpldly fay, his keafons 
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Qitll not be confuted, nor any Scheme he lays down be 
juRIy objededagainftby themoft etivioos, either ofioneSideor 
other. As to their being made ufe of, or not made ufe of, that 
h an Aflfair by it felf, and which at prefent it become*, him t0 
Uj nothing about, unlels it is made his Duty. i 



CHAP. V, 

iQf the particular jldvantdges the prefinf ProffeSt of ^ 
War offers to the Britifh Nation^ with refpeH to the, 
• C^iw;w(?rrf I?/ /j&^ Spanifh Wcft-Indics, 

OWVEii Cromwell, whatever other things may bd 
(aid of him, and how ill foever. his Name may found ait 
the Head of any Affair as a Precedent, yet was certainly; ho 
Fool ; He was iio more void of Counfel than of Courage. I 
dbnot find that his Enemies, even of thofe Times^ ever gave t| 
as a part of \ii& Charader, that he w^s either a F^Qi or % 

\!<yward» 

In c6nff!|qQet)ce of his yforpatfon, and while the Admi- 
siflration might be faid to be in his ^apds; among all the 
Forefgn Nations whom he differ -4 with, he declar V War. Zn 
piXiSi the Sfaftiar4n Tt)e R^^fpns and Occasion of the War 
ire known, Hiftory is full of them, aqd I have no room for 
Quotation^, the Reading World know where to Jook foe 

wm- ^ • - 

In that War, Fraxce was ja Confederate «r nowy and thdr 
Forces in Conjanfiion with the Ijtgltfo iqok Dwfiiri; but 
livery whp was not usM to give up any thing he could keep^ 
Cpok care alfb to have that impprtaiic' Conqueft put into hif 
own Hands (and left it to the Englijj Government at his De* 
ceafe) leaving the Frenfb to make the bed of the War for 
themfelves in remoter Parts. How the Ettglifr I(«pt it, fmb^ 
fffi it not in Gath^ — ' . . .'\ 

But Oliver jm\\\n% to touch thtSpani4iris in a more fenfible 
JVIauner, and in Conleqaence of the Experience; of fbrmec 
Ages, obfcrving* tbat by attacking Spain in the Wejt^ln^ 
dies^ he (hould not only wound that Monarchy in the. ten* 
dcreft Part of its Government, but carry. on the War in that 
Partof the World where mod wa^ to be gotten by it, turn'4 
^// ^/e t boards ifwrr/Vir^ 
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la etllingup Aiilhort piece of Hiftorv, 1 de fire ' lAy iRct- 
dcfs to keep ihHr Eyes flriflty upon the cxai5 Ptfallcl of 
Times and GifcrtmTlancrt, leaving the Pcrfcni ^o?)te <hu of 
the QodttW, iiiidlb ftabd and fall as their Fate.hailonjf ago 

direfied; and kf it be Oltixty or Other's M^fier\; the \t 

matters not here, as the great AnJrtw Marvel faid of him. 

Jio' bis Government did s Tyrani refenthkj 

He made England GreaS^ snd her Enemies Tremble. 

• His Meafures at Home are nothing to me, nor much indeed t<i' 
any of as, now they are over. Heaven fuffer^d hiift to ovef- 
turn things, and then Heaven over-turtiM things again; ahd 
having vilited the Nation for their Crimes, vi(iced their Af« 
flifiors afterwards, fconrgM the Scourgcrs, and rcftor'd the 
government. Juft as in ancient Times he delivered up his 
People to thle Affyrian^ and then reftorM his People again, 
jnd defifoyed their Deftrojrers. 

' Bot i aoi talkibg not of Oliver's Condoa at home, oc 
his Meafures with his Governours, but his Meafnre^ with 
the SfaniardSy and with them only. 

It was about the Year idyy, when the War with Spaim 
continuing, after feveral other Attempts, the Council of War 
reciritFed fome Propofals laid before them by the Qovern- 
inent's Order, for an Expedition to the Spantjb tTeJi- Indies i 
(and as I had it not from Hiflory, but by a very Authemjcjt.^ 
tbo* Verbal Relation, from a Member of the very Council of 
War, to whom it was referred) a Detcent was proposed 
to be made upon the Continent of New Spain '^Th\s was 
in order ip feize fome Strength there, keep t|\e Pofleffion of 
it, frWtifie and place a Ganifon in it, tq be defended after* 
watds againft all the Power of the Sfaniardt^ fo by that means 
|6 extend themft^l^^es Gradually hito the Country, plant and, 
cultivate, (liH fortifying is they ihouldgo on, 'till at length they 
might efMblifli a Colony there, and fu (hare with the Spani^ 
ards the PoflefTion oi America ^ an4 perhaps lying between the 
two great Empirfeiwhidi the «$^<f«rwrifponefs,v/jt. Nonh and 
South America^ or as in particular they may be call'd, Mexico 
and Peru^ cut off the Commnnicaiion, and poflefs the Shores. 
of both Seas, thiu is to fay, the Ports pf Nomire de hios^ 
(which is much the fame as Porto Belo)^^tvtA Panama. 

By this Propofal, it was fuppos'dja Door woujd be immediate- 
ly open'd to a Commerce with the Spaniards in America^ that a 
Trade would be carried on to infinite Advantage^ a yaft Expencc 
of the Woollen Manufadure follow, and 4' rctab in Sjxecte^ 
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be iiyunedtatelr apd dtrcQly fn^«r to fifigi4md'^ without tf^* 
^qg al;Kii|t by q14 <!^/i44«i iQ<i invl^ th^ i»iinita(ipn» aod Keftrtdi- 
eoj pf t^ »J/^#i»iVdk M it ^^ways WM b^v^; aod ttuit in 
pwiculftft, while the W^ c€mtipi}ffd» wry gr^ftc Sww woali 
freqin^mly fall inip the Hm4^ of (bfl MngHJ^i^ by kei^piog a 
certain NoQDber 4^* Ships of Wi^ alw^y^. cf^ifiilg ii\ thoft; 
Seas; and having the Port of fuch Place as ihould be con- 
quered to retreat m(Q, r^fit, revi^il^ s^ (bali^ thomfelves 
upon all Occadons. 

The Offer was fpecious, the Ad^rentuce bold, and the Suc- 
cefs proniifing; Bat uppo farther and mature Pelib^r^iqn^ 
tbo' the EnterpriTe. waji accepted and qndertake^ it^ the Q^ne»: 
rp!, yet the Mca^fliro^ were ch^ng'd : the Pifip? e^^pefl^d tp, 
be attacked wfiif rejected, ^nd anew Scheme (^^ ftwfi faid, of 
his own) waf appointed foi the Expeditipn, 9d4 t^^t wa9 tQ: 
attack i^e Havava^ the principal Poft, ^c^ the chief Sufligib 
of the Spaniards \xk*AmerU^\ at lead [% wa^ iiti^. is ftjll a^. 
Place of the greateft importance tQ the $pim't^4^% Qf any iflii 
all their Jmfrkap Pommioii^, a^ fli^ll appear prqfe^tly ; 
The Reafons given for this Altefatioii pf CQ^n(elsVefe t^chr 
as prefently made an Impreffiun upon Allfh|i wereconfuU^ 
abouit ity audtheaew Undertaking was unwiiQQiiQy cefoiy'd 
on. 

In otdcr to qarry on an E^terprife of fuch Importiino^, s 
Fleet and an Army- was prepar-d, and that with a)1 the Ejr??: 
pcditioh and Secregy, . th^t fuch a Dirfign eaU'd for: Nor'tilj; 
the Troops were ready to Embark, WA^ it fo muqh ^g guefs'd^ 
at whither thfiy were (Jefign'd. 

However the jealpqs Sfwum;di^ made afrafd ffpm tha 
mecr Importance pf the Plac^, rather than by aoy certaia 
Knowledge of thft De^gPt f«nt away fome Ship? of War^ 
with Stores of Anwimhition and Supply of Trppp^ fpr th«' 
Qarrirbns of the \Hav^n4y ami of Chwrtagmn^ as the t wp fnoil 
flgnlficant Places they pofleft'd in all their 4w^ri€(^ J^omxr ^ 
nions, at lead .on that Side; and tbefe Sh«P5 wiy'4 b^fpre the 
JEwWi/Sjfpme cpijfider^ble time. 

The P^rfign was at Jaft made knowi?: pqly tp tiroufe t\\» 
Spani^rds^ Carthagena was given out as the Place intended to 
be attacked : The Squadrpn faifd, the Trpopf ^bput % or . 
9000 Men, and aoGpm^ded by the fam'd CplpneU f^np and 

Venabltf, . , 

The Hiftory of the Voyage is but (hort in itfrlf, aqd I Oiall 

make it (hotter (lilh the Defign upon the H^van^ n>ifcarryy, 

principally by the Difagreemeot ip Couneiis among the O^^ 

c^fs; they were iQif^en m eF^ry t^nga lM^fi4 in a wriuig 

Place^ 
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Placei (viz.) tt H^pMt^la; the Men were hmrtXh'd md 
fatigaed, and the Spaniards by that encoarag^d ; they were 
repulsM in two or three Places^ and at length they gave 
oyer the Enccrprife, laying the Blame one upon another rt* 
ciprocally, as ia all humane Dtfappoinrments 'tis very fee- 
qaent to do. 

iFaiiiiig in this ^nterprlie they rdmUrkM their Troops ; 
sand tho^ tHe dtoiy hid fuffer*d fome Lofs, Abtindaace of 
Men dead, beiides thofe kfU'd and hurt in Afiion (which 
was too many) and the reft very ficklyi the General very un** 
availing to come home empty-handed, and undtrtake no- 
tt)lflg worthy an $!ngiijb ti^x^siy^ r^folved to attempt 
Che liiand of Jamaica. Accordingly they ftiTd diredty to the 
J'lace, entred tht Port, landed the Army; and bejq; ttiade 
wife by their Misfortt^oes, and refolving noc to be bettett, 
unlefs cut in pieces, Ihey went on wtih more united Coun- 
^'Is, and a better Agreemeor than before ( by which tneans, 
kM the Sfaniardi being not V^ell provided for their Defci^c^, 
they took the Il)and^ and, to (horteq the Story^ Jamaica iiaa 
'been EngUfi ever fince. 

. tt is {lot to be wondred at if the Sp^niardi^ aftfr this CMrroW 
£fcape, went to work with the Forrigcatiotis of the tiavAwA^ 
snd made it very ftropfi; iddi^ig a firpng Gaftle at the Nocth 
"Part of the fown it felf, and adding feyeral , Batteries at the 
Ent^HRC^) whereof oneunder the G£&\t £lMorro has a particular 
Bati<ery ojftv^ve exceedktg long Brafs Caiition, which thejr 
-call the Twelve Apoflles^ and which carry, if tlie Jfaniardt 
#n^ be beiiev'44 a iifty*4ix Pouud &a:U. 

Since this, and even while thty were alarm'd With the 

^omiDg of a i'r&ftci Squadron iiito thtofe Seas^ fn the late 

War under Monfieur P<iiuty^ vrhtti they took Cbartagena^ 

^the ^amiards apprehendiiiig the I>e%n was agaitilt the Ha- 

v&ka^ they cauAd t^ whole City to be •accurately fortified, 

4iRd a Fort and a Cktadel to be re-bu^'lt ; by w4)ich^he Town 

-!» well as the Port has obtained the Name of n very firong 

fjace, tiro' far from beiog whattl^e SfamarA pretend to fay 

of it, Invincible, But if it really were fo at this time, or if 

4t was five-fold fironger than it is, it is of «o Vahie or Im- 

:i>ortance hi t4*e Schttne I am now to lay down, eorifhallk 

ibe of any Ufeto the^Offiards in the Cafe before nie^any more 

Ahm the Strength of any other Place; for what fignrfie?i itTs 

JSrrength^ when \t is npt to be attack'd ? 

It^js iiotthe Fortificatiorns upofi. the Shore tihat will Im- 
.por^ afly chii^ ia ihis War ; the ^periority by Sea is the 

tfaiof 
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iWnjt'wtt la^ the whole Wcighi upon, and Being MafterS oj^ 
the Sea is that which the Sdm of AiTairs depends upot^. 

However *tis necefTcirya lictleto ftate the Importance ofthis 
Port of the Havana^ in a$ brief Terms as I can, becaufe thfs 
was the Reafon why liver zvti his Couhctl pitchM cfpotitc 
to make their Attack. By the Import ofrH, I mean, thelmf- 
;port of it to i\\t Spaniards ^ as they are now poJOfeft of it, and 
as It wodtd have been to the Engiyb^ if Olivcr\ General had 
luwpenM to take it^ 

The Haivand is the beft Pott wi thorn DiQmte in all the 
Spamfo IVeft'InMes\ it is fitoate on (he North Side of the 
lile of Cnta^ oppofite to the Galph o(Fl$rida^ in the LatiCod'e 
of twenty three Degrees North. 

The Gulph of Florida being the only praQicable Oot-let or 
Paflfage from the Gulph of Mexico; by which all the Spawjb 
Ships make their Rettirn from jimeHca^ and by Which they 
enter into the Oeean, which they therefore call uifemb&gMim; 
1 fay, the Golph being the only PraSiirable Way, all the Ga^ 
leons from Porto^Bm^ and the other Ships Called the Flotg^ 
from La Vera CruZy corner firft to the Haitana in their PafO^ 
home, and there being in Safety frond either Seas or Enemies (for 
Jt is a Port as fafe from Winds and Storms, a$ from Enemiei) 
they wait 'till they meet from all Parts^ and^ ks they call ir, 
make up their Fleet. 
N.B. There is another Way between C$iba and HifpaniolJt^ 
which the Seamen call the Windward Pajfage^ which the 
Ships from Jamaica fometimes venture thorough. But 
'tis hazardous and difficult, and the Spaniards never make 
life of \Xs cfpeclally with their Freet. 
H. B. It (hould alfo have been obferv'd, that the Fleets 
from old i^^^/fff make this Port of the Havana be die 
firft Place of their Arrival, when they are outward bound, 
and coming fo far in a Body ; they then feparateas their Oi'- 
ders direfi: the Ships for the South go away to Portt^ 
Be/o, and thofe to the Weil go to La F^a Cruz ; the 
Men of War attending them, or not, as they fee C}cca* 
lion, and as Intelligence of things direfisi 
So that both ways, whether out or home^ lYit Havana\% tjtit 
only Place of Safety, where the Plate Fleet rendcivous, and 
where they are cover'd from all Dangers; nor vvou'd thtf 
Voyage be eafily made wiihout fuch a HalJwayPorf to flop 
in, to recruit, to take in. Refre(hments, Provifions, and efpecially 
Frefli-water; after fo long a Ruit, as it is from Cadiz 
thither, iii which they have no PJace to touch at for Refrefli- 
ment^ except it be the Caaaryljlands^ where their Stay is bul 

very 
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very (hort, the Road being not at all fafe, either from Wind or 
Weather, or Enemies, evea Che Turkifo Rovers not excepted. 
.Having thus given you a full Account of the Import of this 
Place to the Spaniards^ I have only this to add; That in thp 
prpposM Advantages to us for catting off the Spamjh Com- 
merce, and totally intercepting their Correfpondence with one 
pother, which is the Scheme to be propofed, This mighty 
Port, this well-fortified City, and this excellent Harbour, maU 
be of no Signification or Importance one way or other ; it 
ihall neither be worth an v thing to us to take, or to ihtSfanlaris 
to keep : Allowing England to have only the Superiority of naval 
Strength, and to be Mailers of the Sea, which I think I may 
venture to fay is not to be doubted, and all the reft (hall fall 
in of Courfe ; the Havana fliall be as ufelefs to the Spaniards^ 
as Majorca in the Mediterranean (comparatively fpeaking) 
nor ihall it be able, or the Spaniards by its help be able, to pre- 
vent our Interrupting their Commerce, and in (hort, taking it 
wholly into our own Hands. 

The Cafe is Thus: 

There is on the famelflanc! of Oi^d, and on the (ame North-Side of 
It, open to the fame grand Pafiage of the Gulph of Tloridat another 
[Port or Harbour, caJl'd the Harbour or Gulph of Honda i it is about 
'nine Leagues to the Weftward of the Havana, and upon the very 
iame Coaft. 

The Conveniences of this Port (among many others) are fome ia 
^particular which relate to the Subje^ in Hand, vsk,, 

I. That it is a convenient Place to form a Settlement upon^ and to 
fortifie, fo as with little Expence to make it unapproachable by Land* 
and confcqucntly not to be interrupted by the Spaniards. 

1. That it commands a fruitful, and plentiful, and healthy Country* 
where not only all manner of Provifiohs may be had, but where fuch 
^fy and fecure Planting would foUow* as not Jamaica it fclf would 
gf} beyond it, as well tor Trade, as fupply of Inhabitants. 

3. But that which is above all the reft, the Situation is fuch by 
^Sea, that not a Ship, much lefs a Fleet of Ships, can go in or out* 
to or from the Havana^ from or to the Gulph of hdixico, or the 
Coaft of CarthagiTMi Porto-Belo, &c. but they muft pafs by this Port , 
and even in fight of the Men of War riding here; fo that England has 
no more to do than to poft a Squadron of Ships in this Port, map 
king it their Station, and keeping fome of them cruiiing upon the 
Coaft of the Terra Firmat as they fee Occafion; and let any one that 
underftands the Situation of the Sfanijh Commerce, tell us how they 
will carry it on without our Leave, and which Way they will get out 
of the Gulph cf Mexico, or out of the Gulph of Honduras, or (to ufe 
their 6wn Language) how they will BtfemSoguOt that is, get into the 
Ocean, without (as I fay) asking us Leave. 

If this is their Cafe (to make the juft Inference from Things as I 
£0^ will any* Man fay I was too arrogant in faying ^tSfmiards fecni- 
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^a QQt io kflOW "^i^ ^bey were 4(Hng, iiriigi tbcy 'b^o ^ Jf^vm^ 

with England, that their Prpceediogs y/cte at^xd^ aad ri(i)ai]Qiiy, 
imd that they feemed to be Uncle off firoQi Difbrai^iop t 
' The.farther entering into chisSchein? of Maoagement, for the io* 
terrupting the Spani/h Commerce, requires more Room than can be ak 
lowed in this Traffci and more Confideration than perhaps may be al^ 
lowed to any thing from fo mean a Fen. But if any Writer, or Wri^ 
ter'sMader, can raife one Objection againft it, that canndt with unapr 
Iwerable Force be refuted, I would be :g]ad to fee it. 
' {.etthe greatdl Friend to the ^4Bf/i& Interoft, or the greateft £ne^ 
my .to the Aqthor of this, tell me, if they can, which way the Flo^ 
j^s fifom La Vera Cth^ fholl get out iqto the Oceap, which ^yay the 
^idtpns (hall bept it up ^gainfl a Leeward Tidp (as tlve Si^aroen c^ ie) 
lirpm Forto-Melo, and not CQme under the command of this Fprt» or 
that of Jamaica, 

There is a Pdflage ^eady mcntioncid, which fimietimes our S\sSg§ 
from Jawaka do n^ake ufe of, which is thqrefor.e called the Wi^ 
ward ^ajfave^ and wiiich runs firom the Eaft Point of Jamaiu^ 
^North'Weft,' and then fleering North, goes between the Iflands qf 
Cuba and Hi/paniola, and pafli^ig among innumerable Iflands, Sands» 
Shoals, Rocks aqd pther Dangers, leaves the Gulpb of Florida on 
the Larboard Side, and goes out or diiembo^es into the Ocean, to 
the North-Eatl of all the B/i/&ii;s9A Iflands; and it is true, that the Spaaiarjit 
may (chat is to fay, now and then a Ship may) make their Elcape this 
Way, 

But I refer it to the Judgment of the skilful Mariner, whether 
this is a pra6l:ic2ble' Way for the whole Trade; and if it were fu, whe- 
ther then the I {land ot Jamaica^ which is already Britijh, would n& 
tie of the fame ufc for that Courie, as the Bay of Honda woMid hf 
"for the other. 

I am no Pfojcdor, nor am I laying the thing down as aProppfal, at 
^ea(l not here; but I think it is plain (at leafl to me}thataJ?r/ir//^Squadroa 
polled in thisBay* may when you pleafe put an end to the Spjinijh Comr 
merce in the WeftAndies^ in fuch a manner, that the Spohiards cou]& 
never carry on any ccdiderable Trade there again : Always fuppofing 
What we have region to hope will ever be the Cafe, namely, that tl^ 
Pritifi Fleet fhall be Matters of the Sea. 

It may be pretended, that the Spaniards may coaft along the S->ath 
45ide of that they call the i\>r/^ Seat, that is to fay, under the Norrii 
Sh. re of the South ^Iwerica, the Coaft of St. Marta^ Veneuultki or thfe 
X^araca's; and fo to Bocco del Dra^o, the Gulph oi Paria, and the If^ 
De Trin'tdada-y and fo going away £att, get into the Ocean that way» 
and come home with the Fortuguefe Flce:s from the BrAJils. 

All this, like what was faid before of the Wi^idvard Pajfstgey is f|p 
more than like a City not entirely inverted, or that tho' believed, may 
Jiave fome fuch Iccrct Paflfages, as that now and then a (ingle McfTen- 
ger may efcape in or out, to carry a Letter, or bring particular Intelli- 
ger.pe, but which Signifies nothing at all towards its Relief, much iefs 
^^rard^ raiang the Siege, and opening a Communication. ^ . 
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'• flaviog thus flated tlie Cife of the Spmt^Js^ in cafe of i Warj "and 
OD (bppoiitioa of the Br'uijh Superiority at Sea* bow ^heir Commerce 
with ^MTOpi (hall be interrupted and broken off, and how they (lull be 
no more able to trade, no not with their own Subjcds, but by Leave 
from his Britimnkk Majefty, and his Allies: The Inference from 
lience is as natural, and as plain, as that mentioned abovQ viz,. No 
Han need to ask what are our Adirantages by a War with Sfnin. 

I know fome room lycs here for a QueAion, thus: Suppofe yon 
Ihould thus Interrupt their Commerce, what immediate Benefit or 
iUvantage would that be to us ? fieeiag tho' ihey cannot trade fo freely 
with one another, they may hinder the Commerce of their own Sub- 
lets with the Subjeds of others; and fo, tho' the Interruption of the 
Trade be a Lofs to them, it will be no Gaifvto us. 

I State this Queftion, not becaufe it is a C^ftion that any one who 
luderihnds the Nature of the Commerce of New Spain will ask, buc 
•becaufe th^re are fome People that will ask more Queftions in half an 
Hour, than -> - - &f> and becaufe fome arc (as ^0/0^00 (ays) Hyer in theif 
0wn Coaciii, ihsto tho ft that can rtnier a Rtafin: The Reafons to be gir 
tiren in anfwer to fuch Queftions, if any (hould be Weak enough to as]( 
.them, are refolded into not Argument but Demonftration. 

If the Spaniards of New Spain cannot trade with the Spaniards of Old 
ftfi»y Experience tells us they will trade with any Body: If their own 
Ships cannot come at them, to bring the Merchandize of EuropB to 
them, 'tis evident they mnft have thoiie Merchandize;, and they will 
feek to be fupply'd with them where they can. 

The Spaniards themfclves know this too well; the Marquis de Vux^xp 
l^ueno^ in his late Memorial, complains of this as one of the EStGts of 
Admiral fl^/Zir'slSquadron lying at the Bafiimemo\ viz. that it covers and 
proteds what he calls the Contraband Trade, to t|2e Prejudice of their 
Commerce. 

Let any one grant me that taking Poft, or Stationing a Squadron at 
the Bay of Honia^ (hall command. the (Jommerce of Mtxico and IttHt 
as I think ic evidently appears it would, I will anfwer tor thcSpaniardf» 
•that they will grant it (liall lay open their Trade wholly to the Allies. 

The Spaniards in America, rich and at ea(e, abound in Money , and have 
Plenty of all nunncr of Provifions, Wine excepted. They have thp 
moft delicious Fruits; they have a Profuiion of Sugars for Prefervin^, 
which they gready delight in ; the fined Sweetmeats and Confedions in 
the World being to be had there, in the greateft Plenty; they have the 
Cocoa in fuch Pienty, that their Chocolate (which is their ordinary Ror 
paft) cofts them very litde. They have Flt(h. and Fowl and Fi(h in a- 
bundance, infinitely more than (hey can confume. And as for Mo- 
ney, their Houics are BUM with Plate, and their Merchants Ware-houfes 
piled up to the Ceilings with Cbefts of Silver Coin. 

But with all this Affluence rhey have no Clothes; they have neither 
Linncn or V/oollen, Silk or Hair of their own; I mean manufactured, 
jind of their own making; they have indeed fome Cotcoo, and fome 
Wool, and the Indians, or Natives, do ia (pme remote Places mal^e 
fome ordinary things for their owo Cbathing, chiefly of Cotton, and 
foaie coarfe Ferttyia^ Wool. Bu( 
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But the SfMtaris (like the Lord-Dmns {brffiierty in £»^b»J^ from 
'^ho(e Pride and Lazinefs an Idle Fcjlow was afterwards aS^A ^LurJan) 
mre too proud to ftoop to any thing called Work, fo that they have na 
Merchandize, and confcqaendy no Cloth» except what they receive 
from Europe i and fome JE^^Mm Goods, fach asCaUicoes, and wrought 
Silks of China from the Vhilifm Iflands, hy the way of Acafuko. 

This Supply of Manufadures is ("generaUy fpeaking) the Loading of 
the Galeons, including £>ine Wines, and Oyl, and Fruit 6f the Growth 
of Old SfaiH\ and thefe Loadings chiefly confift of the Woollen Manu« 
faflure ot England^ the Silks of Frana and 1/4^, and the Li^nen of Hdm 
land and 'Gtrmany. 

This Supply has fometimes been Interrupted by a War, as was ia 
particular the Cafe in the firft War with France, when the Gale»ns were 
ftopped for two or three Years; then it was the oddeft thing in the 
World, to fee how Ihabby and ragpred the Sfaniards appeared, with their 
Pockets full of Gold, their Tables covered with Plate, acd their Ware- 
houles (as above) heap'd up with Silver. And the Author of this fpeaks 
of particular Knowledge, that under one of thefe Difappointments a 
Sfani/h Merchant came on board a trading Sloop, on the Coaft of 
St. Martha, in a Feriagua, and bought as many Goods at fcveral times 
as be paid 1 9000 Pieces of Eight tor, and had himfelf not a Pair of 
Stockings on his Legs, and the reft of his Cloaths worn into fuch R^gs^ 
zsmEtiglifhman with but yo^. in the World would fcorn to be feen in. 

He acknowledged that they had Money enough, but no Cloaths ; that 
every thinly bore fuch a Price as tempted them that were Merchants to 
fell ^ill they were almoft naked. He brought yooo Pieces of Eight with 
hinft the firft time, and looking over the whole Ship's Cargo, bought as 
much as came to 19000, CcheSum above- mention'd) ftay'd in the Sloop 
all the next Day, ^yhen they ftood off to Sea to be out of Sight, and 
went on Shore with his Goods the next Night; returning again 
Che Night after with more Money; and fo conftantly, 'till he had 
brought all his Money, and then fent three other Merchants, who 
ftxMight all the reft of the Cargo. 

If this Trade was carry'd on thu«, when at the extremeft Hazard; 
what would it be when^ under the Prote^ion of the Men of War, the 
Ships and Sloops (hould come boldly to their Shores, and tbe Buyers be 
under no Reftraint, NeceKTi-y obliging them to connive at one ariother 
on Shore, and no Guard de Cofia*s to take Cognifance at Sea? 

Nay, what would it be when the Bay of Hotjda (hould be a firee Fair» 
and that all the Spani/h VeiTels that thought ^t to come thither, (hoM 
trade under the Protedlion of the Place, and be-fafe going and coming, 
under fhcltcr of the cruiling Men of War? 

Will any Man fay that the Trade will not be wholly our own, that h 
to fayi tbe Allies^? tortheD«/r^ at Curacao and Surinam, and the Frea^ 
at Martimco, would have their Share in the fame Commerce; and any 
one may anfwtr for it, the Advantage would be fuch, that we (houki 
never be conccm'd, tho* there was never to be any more Peace with the 
Sfaniards, cither on this Jide of the World, or on the other. 

FINIS. 
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